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Tue SPEAKER took the Chuir at
4-30 o'clock p.m.
PraYERS.
PETITION—RAILWAY PROJECLS,
SOUTH-WEST,

Mr. DAGLISH (Subiaco) presented a
petition, praying the House to take into

consideralion the early comstruction of :

the Albany to Bridgetown, Kojonup to

Bridgetown, and Greenhills to Broome

Hill loop G.S.R. proposed railwavs,
Petition read.

QUESTION—FPOLICE LAUNCH CYQNEY.
Mgr. HOLMAN asked the Prcmier:

1, Has the police launch “ Cygnet” been -
fitted with an oil-engine# z, If so, when, .
and at what cost ? 3, Were tenders called '

for the supplying of the engivne?
80, what prices were subwitted? g, If
not, why? o, Hus the working of the
engine given full savisfaction 7

Twe PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
The engines are now fitted in the launch
at a cost of £720, 3, No. 4, See No. 3.
5. After duly considering the capuhilities

4, It

of wvaricus types of oil engines it was

decided, on the advice of the Government
Engineer, to order a 45 h.p, Thornyeroft
engine, and this was done through the
aceredited agents, Messrs. Denny Bro-
thers. 6, The (tovernment Engineer
reports that the engine is satisfactory.

QUESTION—LOAN MONEYS AND
WORKS.

Mr. BATH asked the Premier: In
view of the fact tbat the Agent General
has issued a pamphlet in which it is
stated that our loan moneys are only
expended on reproductive works, has the
Premier informed tbat gentlewan that

£80,000 has been expended on public .
buildings and roads and bridges, in order -

that the uecessary correction may be
made?

Tee PREMIER replied: No; but
the Agent General bas been supplied
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with copies of the General and Loan
Estimates, which contain the inforination.

QUESTIOX—CIRCUIT CQURTS,
i INTENTIOKS,

Mr. TROY usked the Attorney
General: Having regard to the utterance
of the Attorney General at Ealgoorlie, to
the effeci thut it was necessary to find
work for the new Judge to be appointed-—
1, Is be prepared to send the new Judge
on circuit? 2, If so, will he provide for
the wstablishment of Cireuit Courts in
| the Murchison, Geraldton, and other
. districta.

, Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL
I
|

replied : +, The Judge to go circuit is not
selected by the Attorney General, but by
. His Honour the Chief Justice in con-
! sultation with their Honours the Puisne
, Judges. Itis intended to requesi their
Honours from time to time to select a
Judge to go circuit. 2, If the amount of
legal business warrants such a procedure,
a Circuit Court will he established at
Geraldton.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the TrEAsURER : Copies of Orders
of the Council approved onder Sectivn 35,
of “The Audit Act, 1904

By the Premier: 1, Reports of pro-
ceedings before the Boards of Conciliatign
and the Court of Arbitration, 1901-03,
1903, 1404, and 1905. 2, Report of pro-
ceedings under “The Industrial Concilia-
tion and Arbitration Act, 1902,” for 1905.
3, Statistics of Priendly Societies for 1904,
4, Amended RBegulations under *The
Hospitals Act, 1894.”" 5, Amended Regu-
lations under “ The Industrial Concilia-
tion and Arbitmtion Aef, 1902 6,
Regulations under *“The Fisheries Act,
1905.” 7. Report by certain members of
Parliament regarding routes of a railway
to the Pilbarra Goldfields.

BILLS (5)—FIRST READING,
Stamp Act AMENDMENT, intreduced
i DLy the Treasurer.
MouriciraLiTiEs Actr AMENDMENT,
introduced by the Attorney General.
Seconp-HaND DgeaLers Licexsing,
introduced by the Attorney General.
Stature Law oF EVIDENCE, intro-
, duced by the Attorney Genernl,
| CoLLIE AND EsPERANCE MUNICIPALI-
TIEs VALIDATION, introduced by the
i Attorney General.



14 Nupply Bill,
SUPPLY BILL, X£5G4,748.

Message from the Governor previously
received, recommending the appropriation
out of Consolidation Revenue and Loan
Funds of the sum of £564,748 for the
services of the year ending 30th June,
1907, now considered.

Tus TREASURER (Hon. F. Wilson) :
The intention was only to take the Bill
through the first reading this afternoon,
und to postpone the remaining stages
until after the Address-in-Reply. He
moved —

That the House resolve itself into Com-

witte of Supply nnd also Ways and Means,
for the purpose of considering the message.

Question passed.

IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

{Mr. IcLinaworTH iu the Chair.]

Mr. H. DAGLISH: This action of
the Treasurer was surprising; for he,
when sitting in Opposition, was a great
stickler for the forms of the House and
a strong objector to any suspension of
the Standing Orders, or to any other
proceeding that wonld tend to prevent
. members from having due opportunity
for discussing matters brought before the
House.
raised his voice when Supply Bills were
before ug, to deprecate such action as he
wag now taking. Such action wasperhaps
warranted in previous sessions, hut was
yuite unwarranted now; for we had not
yet entered on the financial yeur in
respect of which the proposed expendi-
ture was to be authorised; and the
Treasurer bud 10 days after the 30th
June instant during which he was
authorised to expend the moneys allo.
cated by the Appropriation Act passed
last session. The Treasurer, though he
might find it impossible to be cousistent
as Minister with all the views he expressed
when in Opposition, should nevertheless,
in view of the stage of the year, be con-
sistent in this watter. There was no
need for undue haste in granting supply ;
and the Committee sbould have a full
opportunity of considering the proposals
in the Bill. TLet the Treasurer read his
own weighty arguments chronieled in
Hansard during previous sessions.

Tue CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
was out of order, as there was nothing
before the Comuittee.

[ASSEMBLY.

Frequently the Treasurer had

Swpply Bill.

T TREASURER moved :—

That there be granted to Iis Majesty the
sum of £564,748, for the services of the year
ending 30th June, 1907,

Mr. T. H. BATH : There was no pro-
posal to pass the Bill through all its
stages at this sitting. The Treasurer
had ioformed him privately that there
were alternative courses.  We might put
through the Bill in the cnstomary
manner, which would mean that owing
to the adjournment of another place the
passing of the Bill into law must stand
over, so that till the middle of July money
wouid be expended without Parliameut-
ary authorisation ; while the other course
was to follow the provigions of the Con.
stitution in the Standing Orders, by
potting the Bill throngh all its stages
without undue delay, The Treasurer
had premised to allow the proper time to
elapse between the different stages of the
Bili.

Tue TREASURER: [t was astonish.
ing that with the experience gained by
the member for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) as
Premier and Treasurcr, he did not re-
member that the urguments advanced on
this subject in previous years sought
to show that ne Government should
avoidably expend money without the
sanction of the House. He (the Trea-
surer) had on occasiong opposed the
suspension of Standing Orders to per-
mit Bills of this kind bheing rushed
through at one sitting, when he thought
guel a course unnecessury ; but he would
now endeavour as Treasurer to carry out
what he knew to he the wishes of all
members of the House, ko that the Gov-
ernment might have the authority of
Parliament for all money  expended.
This was the 28th June. On the lst
July we must of necessity spend some
money without authority. True, he had
10 days in which to collect moneys due
prior to the 30th June, and to pay out

_utoneyvs to which we were committed prior

to that date. In those 10 days not only
must he meet liabilities accumulated
before the end of June, and get in the
revenue which might not bave come to
hand by the 30th June, but he had to
vontinue to pay away money; hence le
took the tirst opportunity of manifesting
an honest endeavour o get parlinmentary
authority before entering on the new

i year, The Government did not intend
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to furce the Bill through the House, but
merely at this sitfing to have it read a
first time. Auy objection members wight
have to the Bill conld be taken on the
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second reading. The motions to be pro- -

posed in Comwittee were absolutely
formal, and no exception was ever taken
to them. Carry the Bill to the first-
reading stage, and there let it remain
until the Address-in-Reply was passed,
iwhen he hoped the Bill would become
aw.
Question put and passed.
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date a statewment of the estimated cxpen-
diture for the ensuing 12 months, he
would be in a position to bring down the
Estimates and deliver his Financial
Statement early in August. He would
endeavour to deliver that statement at

. the earliest possible woment, because he

fully appreciated that it was the right of
Parliament to know at the earliest pos-
sible moment what were the require-

. ments of the State from a finaneial point

Resolution reported, and reportadopted, |
. request for supply before delivering his

IN COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS,

Formul motion made by the Treasurer.
Me. DAGLISH:

Many of the .

remarks he had already made would

have been unnecessary had the Treasurer
given the Committee at an earlier stage
the information he gave later when asked
for by a criticism. That criticism was
made without any desire to hamper the
Treasurer in his actions, and he (Mr.
Daglish) simply desired that the Com.-
mittee should be kept posted with the

views and intentions of the Treasurer in

regard to the expenditure which the
Committee was asked to provide for. It
would be well if the Treasurer would

inform the Committee for what period ;

this supply was intended, and whether it
was intended before the period expired to
make the annual Financial Statement.

Tee TREASURER hoped he had
made it clear that this Supply Bill would
not be carried beyond the first-reading
stage at this sitting; at any rate, the
Leader of the Opposition understood that
from him.

Me. Borror (Cross bench) : There was

of view.
Mgp. Daerism: Theu the Treasurer
did not expect to bring down a farther

annual Financial Stutement ¥
Tue TREASURER hoped not.
Question put and passed.
Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.

BUPPLY RILL INTRODUCED.

Bill introduced, read a first time, and
the second reading ordered for the next
sitting of the House.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
THIRD DAY OF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous day.

Mg. P. J. LYNCH (Mt. Leonora): In
resuming the debate on the Address-in-
Reply to His Excellency’s Speech, there
is usually a difference of opinion as to
the best mode of treating a Speech of
this kind. Some members hold the
opinion that in addressing ourselves to
the opening Speech the time is absolutely
wasted, that neither the House nor the
country derive any benefit from it. I
feel, however, it is absolutely necessary

* that some attention should be directed

another party behind here, the Treasurer .

should remember.

Tee TREASURER: The member for
Sabiace would be aware that Supply
Bills were passed to mect the estimated
average of expenditure, and this Bill
would carry on the services for two
months, With regard to the Annual
Estimates and the Financial Statement,
the Estimates were well in hand, and he
hoped to be able to obtain the necessary
returns from the various departments
shortly after the 10th of July, in order
that the balance on the year's trams-
actions might be made.
obtain from each department at an early

If bhe could

on an occasion of this kind to the matter
contained in the Speech when opportu-
nity is given to refer to the past, and
refer also to the legislation that is pro-
posed in the Speech we have listened to.
Asa to the past, so far as the party on this
side of the House are concerned, we have
to complain that on the last occasion
when discussing a Speech from His
Excellency, the Leader of this party took
some pains to closely criticise the policy
then set fortb, as well as some of the
administrative acts of which the country
had had experieoce; and the Government
of the day, whether through discourtesy
or uot I am unable to say, allowed the
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liwn. member’s closely reasobed criticism
to go without a reply. The result was
that inevitably during the debates in that
session on alwost every measure or motion
brought up for discussion the remarks
were more or less tinged with those pent-
up feelings which members naturally bad
not found an outlet for in speaking on
the Address-in-Reply. Therefore I feel
that the short time which is apparently
wasted at the outset of the session can-
not be called wasted in the true sense,
because it gives an opportunity te tnem-
bers to vent their feelings and supplies a
safety-valve for those members w%o may

[ASSEMBLY ]

t bivouucing on

be labouring under impressions, true or -

false,as to how things have been conducted
in the past and how they are to be con-
ducted in the immediate future in the
legislation proposed. Let me say that I
want to assure the House, and par-
ticularly members opposite, that it is

my intention un this oceasion to indulge -

in some plain speaking, to speak in the
language of truth, that is the language
wlrich 1s usually emploved by members on
this (Qpposition) side of the House ; and
in doing so it is unnecessary for me to
prophesy that I shall probably tread on
gome of the corns of hon. members

oppo

site. T have first to congratulate the .

youthful Premier onobtaining such a high .

position so early in his career, and I feel
that, judged in the light of the way in

Third day.

the fact also that there is hardly a spot
n the State that is more inclined’ to lovk
on matters from a parochial standpoint
than is the constituency represented by
the new Minister for Works. Whatever
may have been the stimulating mntive of
the appointment, it dces appear to bave
been influenced entirely by politic con-
siderations. I hope at the same time
that the new Minister will have a suc-
cessful career. I do not wish to pause
on the mancenvring which was indulged
in by Ministers and some prospective
Ministers on that particular night while
the swamps around
Midland Junction. As to the general

‘ship exercised by the Premier and the

Minister for Mines on that occasion,
I must say they out-manceuvred the
Colonial Treasurer of the present day.
The exploits of De Weat in striving to
elude the vigilance of the British in South
Africa were only child’s play in compari-
son with'the evolutions of Ministers on
that memorable night. I hope that if
ever the Japanese make a swoop on Aus-
tralia or this portion of it, we shall never
seleat the Colonial Treasursr to take
charge of a regiment. I have every
confidence thut we should have an expert
leader in Major Moore, who is Premier.
1 wish to assure the member for Swan

: (Mr. Gull), who is so much concerned

which he has comported himself in this

Chamber as u reasonable opponent in
debate and as a man, he has won the
distinction perhaps none too soon. Of
course he has all the inexperience of
youth on his side; but I am sure he will
not be wanting in efforts to make up for
those defects by bringing to bear—
[MEMBEER : As leader of the Opposition ¥]
his best energies, in the trying time that
is before the new Government. A very
happy choice was made also in selecting
as a colleague the youthful member for
Fremantle (Hon. J. Price) to tuke up the
Works portfolio. I believe the hon.
member will do every credit to the
position, and will discharge the duties
efficiently. At the same time that
appointment was not without a mys-
terious suggeation that it was made as a
politic mmove on the part of the Premier
in view of the possibilities that were to
be anticipated, especiully at the time the
appointment was made; and in view of

about, what he termed the fractious nature
of the opposition we would offer on
this side of the House that, as far
ag this party is concerned it will offer
neither compound nor simple * fractions "
opposition. I believe its traditions will be
awple warraat that on all questions
offered for the consideration of this
House we will be found to give that sober,
sensible, and I hope considerate expres-
sion of opinion that has been, nolwith-
standing our shortcomings, the main
characteristic of the party on whose be.
half T am speaking. Touching on the
policy speech which is the subject I sup-
pose I shall be expected toaddress myself
to, I must say that it gives members on
this side sowe consolation to vbserve that
in that policy speech there is much
reflected light. In other words there are
items in thut speech which are certainly
reflected from this side of the House.
Whatever progressiveness that speech
includes or whatever it embraces in the
nature of advanced legislation, shows a
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discernable vigour sadly wanting in the
speech we beard last October. It is
some pleasure to know that the ship of
State in Western Australia is steered
partly from the Opposition. The Min-
1ster for Workes laughs, but they say he
laughs best who laughs last. If he
recalls the policy placed before this
House and the country last October, can
he compare it with the policy which is now
enunciated ¥ He must necessarily con-
clude that the policy we are now consider-
ing embraces items which were forced
into that speech through pressure exer-
cieed either in this House or in the
country on bebalf of the party we
represent. Therefore, I am not insisting
upon too much when I say it is mainly
through the exertions of this party in this
Chamber as well as other portions of our
contingent who have been unsuccessful
in the country that the speech containg
those items that savour of progressive-
ness ; and consequently I elaim that those
on the Government benches ure living
partly by reflected light, and that the
rudder of the State is largely directed
now and again by the Upposition.
There was the very ponderous utter-
ance by the Premier at Bunbury. In
fact when one refers to it as a thing of
gigantic proportions in the wnature of
Minigterial utterances he will say the
first and last word about it. T question
very much after all whether the chartering
of that special train to Bunbury, with the
attendant travclling and other expenses
incidental to that speech, whether after
all it was a very payable proposition
for this State. In fact on a close
analysis of that speech it seems
fo us on these benches that it only
includes about three items which are
worthy of note, and if we subtract all
that surplusage of bright optimism, all
that which is in the pature of a public
works report, and all the calculations of
a small and worthless character, there is
very little left in that Bunbury utterance.
And T assert that those three items that
roflect the mind of the country at the
presént time are the three items that
have beeu associated with the policy of
this party and now find a place in the
policy of our opponents on the Govern-
ment benches. In fact the speech itself
as delivered at Bunbury reminds me very
much of what is known on the goldfields as
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a huge buck reef that would go about
three specks to the ton; and those
specks have been stolen from this side
and shot into it ; and at present it appears
before the country as a huge buck reef
policy, *salted.” However, we are not
jealous of members opposite annexing
those items of our policy. I think the
past history of our career not only in this
State but in other States of the Common-
wealth, shows that our policy is mainly
to see enactments effected rather than to
introduce them or be jealous of those
who do. We are perfectly satisfied,
no matter who engages in the work,
go long as the work is performed;
and I think that when we apply our
own experience in this State of how
we acquitted ourselves on those benches,
I can say we would still have been there
had we a lower sense of self-respect and
had we the desire tv cling on with that
characteristic tenacity which was so ex-
emplified by the recent Ministry—
ourattitude can be understood. Weare
perfectly satisfied to let the policy speech
include those items ihat bhave been the
result of the special striving of this party
in Parliament and outside of the House.
Addressing myself to the Speech, I am
naturally expected to give an opinion on
those things which I find fault with, and
to act in a business-like way it is well to
begin at the begioning. It is well to
trace nt the outset how the country has
been managed in the past, and to arrive
at some conclusion on the condi-
tion of the country at present, and, if
it is not in a satisfactory condition, to
what is it due. In the first place we are
apt to trace the bad condition of things
in the country to the action of the Gov-
ernment, and in turn to this Parliument,
that we more or less must bear a share
of the blame. Seeing that we have such
an imperfect systew at present for giving
expression to the will of the people,
the first problem that the Government
of the day should naturally address
themselves to would be the improve-
ment of the wmethod that at present
we find so defective as far as giving
expression to the will of the people
of this State is concerned. And what
do we find? In the first place the
other branch of the Legislature is men-
tioned in the Governor’s Speech, and it
is proposed to deul with it in a
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very gingerly fasbion. It is proposed
very seriqusly in this Speech to only
amend it to the extent of a £15 qualifi-
cation as far as electors are concerned.
The Government of the day waut to be
recognised as a liberal and progressive
one, Sowe of them want to be recognised
as being equivalent in point of liberality
to members on this side of the House.
Tue Mivister vFor Mines: We do
not admit your liberality in any sense,

- [ASSEMBLY.

Me. LYNCH: I ask them in view of -

their various claims to that title of
liberality to consider wherein lies their
justification for the claim, when they are
not going su far as the Govermment
headed by Mr. James, who is now Agent
General, went in this Chamber some two
years ago. Let us remember that it was
passed in this Chamber when Mr. James
was Premier that the qualification for the
Upper House would be reduced to £10,
and in the other branch of the Legislature
that was rejected. Here we have a Gov-
ernment coming to the front and wanting
the people of Western Australia to sup-
pose it 1s progressive and liberal, yet the
Minister is not prepared to go as far as
this portion of the Parliament went in
relation to the proposition to which I
vefer. I want to say at the outset, in
tracing our troubles, that I desire to lay
ut the charge of the Ministry of the day
that they are not even as progressive-as
Mr. Janes was and as he has proved him-
self to be. In relation to the Elee-
toral Act, which I wmay say those
gentlemen on the Government benches
have proved themselves such adepts
in driving a camel team through, they
bave at times so administered this Act
that it was impossible for any elector who
had a real regard for his rights of citizen-
ship to know how he stood. We found
in the case of Brownhill that no less than
400 voters under the administration of
the Act were disfranchised and all through
afaulty interpretation, but more especially
through the zeal displayed by members
on that side of the House had shown that
disfranchisement should follow. We have
also in Fremantle and Subiaco had those
defects clearly exemplified. and it should
have been one of the duties of the present
Governwent to include an amcodment of
them before they make any claims to that
liberalism or progressiveness wbich they
certainly are so fond of assoverating. In

Third day.

order to clear the ground I wention these
fundawental impediments in which the
Government of the day have been found
wanting and have shirked their duty, and
therefore paved the way to a far worse
condition of things than has existed in
the past. This matter for consideration
Lefore the House gives at least, amongst
some of its advantages, 4 chance to the
party on this side to vindicate itself in
some degree; and having in mind what
has been so often said by members on the
Government side of the House that when
the Labour party were iv power there
was nothing but stagnation stalking
through this land, and in view of the
statement made by almost every Minister
of the Crown op that side and the majority
of members who form their following,
that as a result of our presence on those
Government benches Western Australia
was going at a precipitate rate down
the hill of depression, it is well in
regard to those who are so glib of
tongue in making charges of this chars
acter that records are kept; records
that can stand the raillery and even
the bardihood of members oppusite.
It is well first of all that we should tura
our attention to the condition of the
State during the time when it was said
it was fast drifting to perdition in an in-
dustrial sense. It is well to consider
what the figures of the responsible officers
of the Government have to say on the
subject. In the first place, let me point
out what was dope in the watter of ex-
penditure, that was largely responsible
for the stagnation evident in this country.
As far as the expenditure on the three
great employing departments of this
State was concerned, we find a marked
falling-off during the eleven months of
this financial year as compared with the
eleven months of last year when the
Labour Government were at the helm
and when it was generally supposed there
was 50 much hardship felt by the citizens
of this country. The expenditure in the
three great ewmploying departments of
the State, the Railways Department, the
Public Works Department, and the
Mines Departinent, during the  eleven
months of this year, as compared with
the eleven months of last vear was:—
Railways, £70,000 less this year; Public
Works £80,000 less this vear, and Mines
£13,000 less this year, being a total of
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£164,000 less spent during the eleven |
mobthe of this year as compared with

the eleven months of last year when the .
alleged * mark-time ” policy was in opera-
tion. If to this we add the sum that
wus taken from the Loan Suspense Ac-
count and expended in public buildings
and roads, we find that out of revenue
alone the expenditure has been some-
thing like £200,000 less during this !
period of eleven monmths than during
thé corresponding period of last year.
So it is easy to trace the stagnation
of the present peried to this short-
age of expenditure, to this reduction,
o to speak, in the national wage sheet of
this State. 8o much for expenditure.
Thea we come to immigration. Now,
what bas happened so far as immigration
iz concerned? The Speech from the
Throne states that immigrants are coming
to this country at a fast rate and taking
up occupations in agriculture.
the records show ? T am sure it is not

for the purpose of decrying the State in

any regard that I draw attention to this

matter. If T am guided by a desire for close |
imitation of those who have gone before I
we (hecause I am simply adopting the
methods employed by the former chief of
the Government bench, Mr. Rason, he
having used precisely the same argumentl
to show that as a result of our ocenpancy of
the Treasury bench the State was uot in
a fourishing condition) and if I show
beyond all doubt that things are not as
good in this State as they onght to be, it
15 not for the purpose of decrying the
State, but by way of vindication of the
party I support, and to show what folly
it is for those gentlemen opposite to
farther maintain that we did bring about ;

such havoce in the industrial condition of !
this State. [MeuBER: Youdid.] Tadwire |

vour candour in sticking to your guns,
but the records are entirely against you.
So far as imwigration is coucerned, what
has taken place during the same com-
parative periods of eleven monthe? TLast .
year when the Labour party was in power
the arrivals in the State were 27,113 and
the departuves 19,216, an excess of
arrivals over departures of 7,897. During
the eleven months of this vear ending
31st May the arrivals were 25,116 and
the departures 21,156, an excess of
arrivals over departures of 3,960. In
other words there was double the excess of |
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arrivals over departures in the sume
period during last year than has beep the
case during the eleven months of this
year; and whenr we compare the depar-
tures in the relative periods, we find that
no less than 1,940 people more left the
State during the eleven mounths of this
year than during the same period of last
year. In face of these figures, wherein
lies the justification for the claim that

: we were banishing anything in the nature

of prosperity from these shores? These
figures are undeniable. [M=z. A. J.
Wirson: Thev are capable of another
inferpretation.] Now take the Savings
Bank. The gentlemen at present at the
wheel of the State do not claim, not
officially at all events, to represent the
workers of this State; but they do claim,
and claim it persistently, to Dbe their
friends. Some were so extravagant as to
claim that they were better friends of the
working man than those on this side of
the House. What has taken place in the
Savings Bank? The average deposit per
head is the unfalling barometer of the
prosperity to bhe found amongst the
workers, or those people who put away

. whatever margin they have to spare for

the rainy day of the future. What has
bappened during the eleven months I am
still comparing ¥ In August last year,
when certainly we were in power, or
rather, on the verge of vacating office
—hbecause in order to preserve the
uniformity of the comparison I am
adopting the eleven wmonths in every
instance, and the 40 days of the period
when we were still in office should
not have any special bearing in the
calculation—the average per head was
£37 0s. 4d. The present Government
came into power in due course, and
what has happened during those eleven
months ¥ There has been a remarkable
and noticeable decline in the averape per
head, so much so that it dwindlled

- from £37 0s. 4d. to £35 6s. ld. in May,

the towest that bas been experienced in
this State for the lust nine years. At ull
eveuts it can be said that during the
eleven months of last vear there was a
comparatively steady level maintained,
but during the eleven months of this
vear we find a steady decline from
the sum T have mentioned to that
recorded as the lowest for the last nine
Vears.
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THE Minisrer rFor MINES:
wverage has been decreasing for the last
five years.
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That

Me. LYNCH: The hon. member has :

not been in power for the last five years.
During the time we were in power we
bad a chance of recovering much of the
leeway logt in previous years.

Tree Minister For Mines: But the
number of depositors has increased.

Mer. LYNCH : Quite so. but it has no
particular bearing on the case. It would

not be fair to the hon. member to com- !

pare what had happened indiscrimin-
ately during Mr. Rason’s period of office,
s0 I am comparing these two periods of
eleven months and showing that a steady
decline has occurred. We are in a very
much worse condition, so far as these three
aspects of the conditivn of the country
are concerned, that is in relation to public
expenditure, o immigration of people to
our shores, and to the average which it
has heen possible to record on the sav-
ings of workmen. We find that on all

three heads we have steadily drifted; -

and when we come to recall the desperate

efforts inade by the present Government .

to take and scratch every three-penny bit
that can be found in the departments
in the country, it is after all strange
that they could not devote more to the
expenditure on public works than was
shown in the records. As a sample of
the extraordinary auxiety they have
showan in retrenching, as farus the Prisons
Department is concerned, I wish to
mention that the Government have re-
duced the allowance for prisoners await-
ing trial in the back country. It shows

' the land tax.

Third day.

Having in mind that the condition of
this State is not a prosperous one at
present, I would naturally be expected to
point to some means for rectifying that
to which I have called attention. I amn
going to do so; and I am sure, as fur as
my criticism is concerned, it would ill
become me as a member of the Labour
party to find fault if at the same time I
could not find a remedy. The remedy at
least lies in a measure in some more rea-
sonable adjustmeni of taxation. How
have the Government applied themselves
in the matter of taxation? They have, it
is true, introduced a land tax that is so
vaguely described in the speech delivered
by the Premier at Bunbury that it is hard
to believe whatitis tobe. I am sure that
if the tax is for raising revenue and dis-
integrating those lurge estates it will fail
miserably, unless it iz found to be a more
genuine measure than was described in
the policy speech of the Premier. While
this measure was mentioned in the policy
speech, it is strange indeed that the
natural compliment of this form of taxa-
tion was not also meutioned by the Pre-
mier and has not found a place in the
desire of the Government who introduce
I refer particularly to the

: necessity of an income tax in this State.

the desperate straits they are in, and the -
result is that in portions of this Siate
the constable in charge of a prisoner -

awaiting trial is expected to find bim on
1s.11d. a day. [Mg. HeErrmaww: It is
1s. 4d. on the Murchison.] I am speak-
ing of what I know in my district, and
the average is 73d. per meal. It shows
the desperate straits the Government are

Economists that have goue before have
recognised that there is a close con-
nection, or series of connections, between
finance and economics; and we have the
authority of Adam Smith, who has been,
as far as British finances are concerned,
and whose influence is felt

Tar Minmgrer ror Worgs: Will you
always follow him ¥

Mr. LYNCH : I will follow him where
I find him correct. Adam Smith in some
respects has given admirable lessons, in
others if he were alive to-day, he might
learn. Adam Smith states that a subject
of every State ought to contribute towards
the cost of Gouvernment az nearly as

~ possible in proportion to his ability to do

put to 1n even starving prisvners to make |

ends meet, and yet they have not done so.
With all our faults the Labour party cer-
tainly did oot descend to the level of

" this

starving prigoners in the back country to

a miserable pittance of 71d. a meal, where
meat is now at least 1s. to 1=. 3d. per pound.

The crueliy of the position ia so apparent -
that I do uot wish {o press the point. |

s0. I believe members will accept that
as a sound doctrine. Those who enjoy
whatever protection the Government of
country or any country affords
should be ready and willing to pay
towards the upkeep of the Government;
but when we find a (Yovernment shirking
their duty in adjusting the finances of
the State, then I find serious fault with
them in leaving out what bhas been
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the natural complement of land taxa-
tion as introduced in New Zealand, in
South Auvstralia, and T believe in New
South Wales. When the Government
neglect to intreduce an income tax they
fail in the highest duty that falls on a
Government in seeing that something
approaching & reasonable burden should
fall on all alike in proportion. T am
asked wy grounds for complaining about
the Government in this regard. ¥ say
they are failing in their duty in not
intreducing an income tux. This State
at the present time is in a better position
to stand an income tax than any other
State in Australasia to-day.

Mz. GrreorY: Was it not 12 months
ago ?

Mz. LYNCH: An income tax would
be in force to-day only we did not hang
on with such death-like tenacity to the
Treasury bench as the hon. members
opposite. An income tax would have
heen an accomplished fact if we had
remained on the Treasury bench, but to-
day it seems o the shadowy distance. I
am asked for iy reason. My reason is
that we are in a better position io this
State to pay an income tax, and lo insist
that it should be paid, than any State in
the Australasian group. As far as the

[28 JuxE, 1996.]

records of that standard authority

Coghlan is concerned, he shows very
plainly that this Stale iz very favour-
ably situated for the imposition of an
income tax. He shows unmistakably
that Western Anustralia, as cowpared
with the other States of the group, on
ooe head alone, leaving out of considera-
tion the incomes drawn by debenture-
holders in England, incomes derived from
private sources in each of the States, was
as follow:—New South Wales, £45
2s. per bead; Victoria, £44 8s.;
Queensland, £40 6s; South Aus-
trulia, £39; Western Australia, £79;
Tasmania, £44; and New Zealand,
£47; so that this comparison alone shows
that over 100 per cent. more than South
Australia is our average income derived
from private sources. The gradation
varies in a gentle way, until finally
it reaches New Zealand, and our incomes
are 68 per cent. more than they are
in that State. Between South Aus-
tralia where an income tax obfains, and
New Zealand also, there iz a gentle
gradation from 68 per cent. to 100 per
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cent. We have no income tax, and there
appears no desire on the part of the
Government to impose one here. We
will proceed farther. The mnext table,
according to this authority, gives the
matter on a population basis, It is
rather like the Premier's speech, a pon-
derous subject. It shows the incowes
according to the population. The incomes
under £200, as well as over £200, are
shown, and these will form some food
for reflection for those who say there is
no need for an income tax. The popula-
tion of New South Wales as compared
with this State shows that New South
Wales has six times (that was when this
¢aleunlation was made in 1908-4) the popu-
lation of this State, and the total incomes
over £200 a year in New South Wales
were only four and a half times those
of this State.  Victoria comes next with
six times the population, and the total
incomes over £200 are only four times;
Queensland comes next with two and
a hulf tiwes the population, but with
ouly one-fourth more of the total incomes
1 have referred to. South Australia
comes next with 50 per cent. more
population, and with £400,000 less on
the aggregate incomes over £200 o year.
New Zealand is the last, showing they
have four times the population, and that
they have half the total imcome of this
State.  On that head aloune it is clearly

- shown, in company with the comparison

I have stated previonsly, that on a point
of population alone this State is shown
to be in a bighly favourable position that
should certainly induce any Government
who were desirous of carrying out their
responsibilities to the people to see that
an income tax was introduced.

M=z. A. J. Wirson: Yet the Savings
Baunk's depgsits are so low.

Mr. LYNCH: The incomes helow
£200 I can give. New South Wales
incomes, total £45,000,000 under
£200, in Victoria £35,000,000, Queens-
land  £15,000,000, South Australia
£10,000,000, also Western Australia
£18,000,000, Tasmania £5,000,000, New
Zealand £29,000,000, so that on a matter
of incomes below £200 we stand in a
very favourable position indeed. In
New South Wales the percentage which
incomes over £200 bear to private
property is 52, Victoria 56, Quee¢nsland

45, South Australia 4'5, Western Aus-
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tralia 89, Tasmania 45, New Zealand ' an income tax, they justly deserve any

+1. Roughly speaking the ratio of
incomes is 100 per cent. more here than
in any other State. That is the last
comparison.

Me. WrLson: Does Coghlan give the
ratio of incomes 100 per cent. more ?

Me. LYNCH: That is his calculation,
1t gives Western Australia 89, New
Zealand 41, that is less than 100 per
cent. I say roughly speakivg the ratio
of incomes is 100 per cent. more here
than in any other State; that is the
incomes over £200 and the ratio in
the aggregate they Lear to private
property. The average incomes over
£200—what is it ? What does Coghlan
suy on the subject? New South Wales,
average incomes over £200, £658; Vie-
toria £645, Queensland £569, South
Australia £317, Western Auostralia £726,
Tasmania £561, New Zealand £575; so
that the inerease in our average incomes
over £200 range from 10 per cent. in the
case of New South Wales to 4 per cent.
in the case of New Zealand, and 127 per
cent. in the cage of South Australia.

Tee Premier: How does Mr. Coghlan
arrive at his estimate of incomes in
Western Australia where we have no
income tax ?

Mz. LYNCH: I do not know, I am
sure. The reply I shall give to that
question will be by way of advice to
the Premier. I have never heard Mr.
Coghlan’s authority yet seriously con-
tested, although it would be perfectly in
order for anyone to do so; but seeing
that this authority which stands as
remarkible in the giving of data and
estimates and details in the Seven Colonies
of Australasio, as Wilson's Promontory
is on this coast, is never contested, T warn
the Premier not to contest these figures.

Trt PremIiEk: In the ‘other States
there are income tax commissioners. In
this State we have none.

Me. LYNCH: The source of the
information is not explained. I bave
come to the end of my tether in showing
that this State is more favourably placed
for the imposition of an income tax
than any other State in Australia. That
has been clearly shown by the rerords I
have given to the House, viewed from
many standpoints. When we see the
Government of the day have failed to
couple with a land tax the proposal for

stringent criticism which may be given
from this or the other side of the
House. We also notice by the Speech
from the Throne, as it 15 sometimes
called—and the missing parts of it are
the remarkable features of the Speech—
no mention of need for an amendment of
the Arbitration Act, which should be
made at as early a date as possible.
When we view the industrial positions
that obtain between the employers and
the employees as a result of the defective
administration of that measure, there is
no doubt in my wind, and in the mind
of every man we represent on this side of
the House, as well as most of those re-
presented by members on the other side,
of the urgent necessity there lies in the
need for an amendment of that measure
that will give it the semblance of what
was intended by those who were its
sponsors. Men on the goldfields and in
the timber districts want the measure
that was primarily intended to setile
industrial disputes. There is to be no
move made to amend the measure so as
to serve the purpose for which it was
intended. T find a Mines Regulation
Amendment mentioned, but in that regard
I am going to watch with all the agility
I command the action of the Minister
for Mines when bringing forward that
measnre. It is strange, n view of the
pressing need for amcoding the Mines
Regulation Act to cope with the con-
ditions for the farther exploitation of our
mines, that there bas not been a more
lengthy reference to what the Minister
for Mines intends in this regard. Ishall
watch closely what the Minister intends
todo in regard to the present Mines
Regulations Aet, so that it may be
brought to a pitch of efficiency, so
that it shall minimise as far as humaun
foresight can secure the risk to life
and limb in the working of our mines
in the extended depths. Another notice-
able omission from the Speech is
the subject of old age pensions, re-
ferred to by the member for Greenough
(Mr. Stone); and in another speech,
while listening to the vague generalities
delivered at Bunbury, we notice mno
reference to any tangible proposal to help
the mining industry i a practical
manner, apart. altogether from the slip-
shod, haphazard style in which it has
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been helped in the past—a method of
helping to which I am about to refer.
It is my intention at the earliest possible
moment to test the sympathy of this
Chamber in the matier of assisting
miners who are in nced of State aid—
assistance for the erection of plants, the
erection of pumping machinery, and the
erection of winding machinery that is
now so necessary to convert very many
of our struggling shows into profitable
concerns. It is my intention, when the
opportunity serves, and very early, to
test the sympathies of this House in that
regard ; to see how members are inclined
towards the miner as compared with the
agricalturist ; fo see how they will feel
towards the proposed allocation of a
sum that will be at the call of any miner
in any part of the mineral area of this
State, who has a proposition that can be
reasonably reckoned as a good show, so
that such a man may come to the Gov-
ernment, and if he prove his homa fides
ag the possessor of a profitable proposi-
tion, may be assisted .either with pump-
ing machinery, winding machinery, or
even with a battery. On that question T
will test the sympathy of the House; and
I should like to see a more extended
reference by the Minister for Mines to
placing the industry on the same basis in
this respect as the agricultural industry
has been so deservedly placed in the
past. 1 should like to suggest, in
passing, for the benefit of the Minister,
that in going through the back country
in was abundantly noticeable that men
owning struggling mining propositions
can be materially helped by the provision
of pumping plants. There are at Mid-
land Junction T know not how many
locomotives turning into rust; and they
conld be put to a profitable use by the
engineers in charge of the Mines De-
partment, and could be left at the disposal
of prospectors in the back country to
dram their properties. I bring this
under the notice of the Minister for
Mines, to see what value is in the sugges-
tion. T recognise that these boilers
which are rusting away at Midland can
be used at a reduced pressure, and turned
to account in the distant areas of our
goldfields. I have now finished my
references to the Governor's Speech, to

(28 Juxe, 1906.]

what is in it, and particularly to what is °
not in it; and I come to a few items
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under the bead of administration. But
before coming to them I must refe toa
incident that happened doring the career
of the present Government, and during
the Fremantle electoral contest. I wish
to deplore the fact that this new Govern-
ment, at its very outset, at the ver

entry into power, saw fit to sully the
good name which perhaps it was likely to
deserve in the future, by tactics which it
either adopted or winked at during the
Fremantle contest. And T have only to
say it is my duty to make special refer-
ence to the conduct of that election, in
the hope that not only Fremantle but
other electorates farther afield will benefit
by the unworthy conduct of the cam-
paign. As fur as Mr. Price, the sitting
member, is concerned, I think I am on
fairly reasonable speaking terms with
him, and towards him T have no ill-will;
but I certainly cannot say tbat 1 was

favourably struck by the manner in ~
which he conducted that contest on his
own account, or by the aid he got from
some Ministers of the Crown. I wish to
say that this (Opposition) side of the
House has u special interest in seeing that
elections are conducted on clean lines. 1
believe that members on the Government
side, most of them, have an interest 1n
seeing this State preserved from any
unclean methods in the conduct of elec-
tions; and therefore I appeal to those
members, in all confidence, not to treat
this as a party question because politics
is a kind of profession that is liable to
change its sponsors at any moment, and
the men who are there may be supplanted
by the men now on this side of the House,
and who should be desirous of secing
election countests carried out on approved
Yines. And I feel that in this matter
everything savouring of party spirit ought
to be eliminated from this discussion, and
ignored also in the course of the treat-
ment that may afterwards be meted out
to those who played so prominent a part
in that Fremantle election. We in
Opposition know that we have been
subjected to many accusations formulated
by the inventive genius of members
opposite and their friends in the country.
But I venture to assert in all seriousness
that even the worst of those lies cireu-
lated concerning us never reached the
shameful point that was plumbed by some
members opposite in the course of that
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confest.
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We have been wuccused of -

bringing into being and promoting an -

era of slagoation in this country; we
have been accused of borrowing in excess
of our promises on the hustings, of
imposing battery charges on the poor
prospectors in the back country—a
charge which, I may say, bas no founda-
tion in fact; we have been accused
nlao by Government supporters on the
front Ministerial bench of every paliry and

despicable action—-accusations having, as

I say, no foundation in faet.
now on the Ministerial bench sought
to gain the confidence of their fellows—
and by what means ? In sober serious.
ness they asked the electors of this State

Members

to believe that the party on this side of

the House were directly responsible for
the introduction of cheawp meals in con-

nection with this Assembly. Government

supporters and memmbers of the Ministry
at the present day sought to secure the
confidence of the electors of this State by
saddliog upon this party —wrongfully, of
course—the creation in that Cottage over
the way of what they called a “happy
home.” Now, what are the facts of the
casa? Those gentlemen opposite have
done their worst to blacken our character,
and wrongfully. Those Ministers who
now grace the front bench did not seruple
to go into the very parlinmentary kitchen
to invent a lie in order to bring us into
popular digfavour, knowing that among
the frailties of human nature there is vne

standing trait that seems to resist all |

education and all training, that there is
in human nature a proneness to believe
anything that reflects injuriously either
on a mau of & body of men. And those

Ministers of the Crown, in the hope of -

‘gaining ascendency for themselves, asked
the people of Western Australia to believe
that we Labour members were associated
with that home—which assertion was a
lie.
cations of the perverted genius of those
men opposite in saddling accusations
upon us, the worst accusation did not
reach the depth actually reached by them
in the Fremantle contest. When the day
comes on which the party now in Opposi-
tion have to descend to tactics of this
kind —tactics that were so palpable during
that Fremantle contest—I hope
Labour party will be wiped out of exist-
ence in this and every other State where

But I say that among all the appli-

that the -
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it may resort to such conduct, T hope it
will be banished for evermore, never
to exercise any farther influence on the
publie life and actious of men. The
Government. of the day, like every other
Government that bas come into being
from the time that the power of Govern-
ment has been slowly transferred from
the monarch to the people, has always
had to rely on public opinion. And I
assert, especially for the benefit of those
on the Government benches, that the
tactics noticeable at Fremantle are just as
likely to charge home on themselves at
any moment as they are likely to injure
any other party in this House or out of
it. The Government tactics are just as
likely to injure themselves, and with fatal
results, too. In reviewing the Fremantle
election contests, let us, in the first
ingtance, take the rolls. What was done
by this Government, in the matter of the
volls? We found that in the Fremantle
electorate the rolls were tampered with
by the Government of the day. We
found that a roll was in the ordinary
course made up by applications and
transfers that were lodged up fo the date
of the issue of the writ; and owing to a
contradiction of orders from the head
office in Perth, either from the Attorney
General’s office or from some other
Minister who was conducting that depart-
ment at the time, we fonnd that the
names entered on that list, 58 in number
—names which were, to all intents and
purposes, entered on the roll—were, by
gsome despotic order, ruled out. We
found also that a number of applications
and transfers was sent forward to Perth
from the Fremantle electorate, and pre-
gented to the Government Printing Office
to be printed. The Government of the
day, or those responsible for the printing
—the Opposition cannot be saddled with
the responsibility —issued an order tothe
Government Printing Office to cease
printing, with the result that the office
proceeded only as far as the letter “R”
in the list of names submitted. I want
to ask those administrators on the Gov-
ernment side to cite authorities for issu-
ing an order in the case of the Fremantle
rolls, to urrest the printing of those names
in an arbitrary fashion at the letter “R,”
and at the same time to allow, as they

- certainly did allow in the ease of the

Metropolitan-Suburban constituency and
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every other constituency, those applica-
tions to be entered within a day of the
issue of the writs. I want to know why,
in the case of Fremantle, that arbitrary
and despotic order was issued to stop
printing the rolls. I want to know why
it is that there was one law for Fremautle,
and another law to apply for other con-
stituencies. That is the point I want
cleared. [Mempzur: It is almost impos-
sible to clear it.] We also notice that
during the course of that contest the
(Government were 80 eager to know what
was to be done in Fremantle that they
rushed into that electorate to see—-to see
what? [Memser: The dock.] To see
as far as possible, I fancy, who would
have a chance of voting, and the resuls is
plainly shown by this order to the Gov-
ernment Printer to cease printing. We
find them even enlisting the services of
police officers of the State, who went
round under special instructions, I am
justified in assuming, to see that those
names ou the supplementary roll were

[28 Juxg, 19067

looked into carefully, and the owners of .

names on that roll were to be told, as

they were told in many instances if not -

in all, that if they changed their places
of residence from one part of the elec-
torate to another, -they would forfeit
their right of voting. I want to know,
seeing the vigilance they exercised in
directing attention to this supplementary
roll, why the authorities did not give
some attention to the old roll? Is it
not rather suggestive that it was be-
cause Mr. Price was rveturned on
the old roll? There was no necessity
to trouble ahout it, but there was
great necessity to trouble about the sup-
plementary roll; and whoever is respon-
gible, the matter should certainly form
a subject for searching inquiry. The
responsibility rests on the head of

the person who issued those orders, and
who deluded the electors of Fremantle

into securing the election of a nominee.
The Minister for DMines has said, in
reference to the supplementary roll, that
it played no great part in the particular
contest. I bave culy to say” that it
occasions me much regret to have to refer
to instances with which he is familiar,
It is as well to speak plainly, so that
misunderstandings and explanations may
be avoided hereafter. Inthe first place,
we bave Mr. Price himself taking the
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platform at Fremontle, and in a style
peculiar to himself assuring the electors
at Fremantle that any man who says 4
ptivate member can do more for the con-
stituency than a Minister of the Crown
should write himself down for a fool.
[MemBER: Nice state of affairs.] Mr.
Price made that statement in cold blood
at the King's Hull, Fremantle. We find
again the same candidate, in his zeal in the
mutter of persuading the electors of Fre-
mantle, issued a remarkable dodger,
which T hold here. [Interjections.] It
containe his photograph, which is about
the only picturesque item in it. This
brings we to remark also that it seems to
be a natural habit of members of the
present Government to avail themselves
of the services of the photographer. Infact,
during the last élection and last week there
was plentiful evidence of the faces of Min-
istera on the hoardings of this city. Turn-
ing to other walks io life, there is a
very close affinity between quackery
and the photographer’s art. I do
not pose to the public as a purist, and I
am not saying that the Ministry of the
day are resorting to that paltry dodge;
but it certainly does svem as if they had
a desire to be taken at their face value,
Coming to the serious part of the aubject,
we find thiz dodger contains what I con.
gider the offence of the Minister for
Works, After a lengthy reference to
several things that could be done in the
way of docks and other works for
Fremantle, he asks the eléctors to ask
themselves who can best help them—a
Minpister of the Crown who has charge of
the Public Works Department, or a private
member witha weak position. [MEMBERS:
Scendalous! Shocking!] That dedger was
issued under the hand of the secretary to
the Minister for Works, a responsible
Minister of the Crown, during the course
of the election contest. [LaBour MEM.
BER : He ought to be thoroughly ashamed
of himself.] T do not wish to give the
hon. member any more castigation than
I can help; but we certainly are obliged °
to turn our attention also to his colleague,
the present Mipister for Mines. Mr.
Gregory was very early in the field to
render assistance, and he complained that
as o opposition had been offered on the
fields to the re-election of the Labour
Ministers, no opposition should be given
to Mr. Price, and that, therefore, it was
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in the nuture of sacrilege to offer opposi- |

tion to Mr. Price. Mr. Gregury quite
forgot thut he was the chief underground
engineer to bring opposition to me in the
Mount Leonorn electorate; he quite for-
got that he used all the efforts he could,
by supplying horses to bring men to
struggle against me up there, with the

rather humilisting result that I was !

returned by o majority or two to oune,
How do we find Mr. Giregory to-day?
He asked the Fremantle electors to come
up to the scratch. He said that if M.
Price were defeated—and it is this
sentence I find fault with—it would not
affect the Government — [MEMBER:
Yes; it would]—but would de much
injury  to Fremantle. I-waunt to ask
what possible interpretation can be put
upon a method of that kind, unless
it be that by the election of Mr.
Price some form of retribution or
vengeance would be visited on Fremantle
for its action, There is no other inter-
pretation that can be placed upon that
statement. I know, and feel certain, that
quibbling will be indulged in, but the
Minister hasz declared himself. It is
hardly worth bothering with, because
time is on the wing. I must say,
however, in this regard that after all he
is not to be blamed for it. The Minister
for Mines seems to bave got into a
chronic habit of making statements of
this kind whenever the electors are about
to cast tbeir votes. I have here among
my papers a circular issued in Menzies,
wherein the Minister for Mines stated
that he was prepared to reduce the
crushing charges on all stuff of five or six
jpennyweights. [MemBer: Same old
promise.] That was one of the induce.
ments held ont by the Minister for Mines
to the electors at Menzies, showing that
Mr. Gregory, or rather the Mimster for
Mines and the Minister for Mines alone,
was the only person in this State who
could fulfil the promises given. It
is quite true that be could reduce these
crushing charges without reference to his
colleagues, but he may have proposed to
refer the question to them., The fact
remains tbat this inducement was held
out to the electors of Menzies, that Mr,
Gregory was in favour of the reductionof
those charges on five and six penny-
weight dirt. The essence of the statement
is that we know the Minister for Mines, as
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far as the charge for crushing is con-
cerned, can reduce or increase ut his will.
He certainly might consult his col-
leagues, but he is the only man
that could do it without incurring the
displeasure of his colleagues; and he was
the only candidate before that electorate
who could de it. In other words, he alone
was the man on the fields who eould carry
out the promise, That is what I consider
a lamentable lapse on the part of the
Minister for Mines when before the
electors at Menzies. We now come to
the Premier himself. I know the Premier
—perbaps by the company he comes in
contact with. Speakingabout theconstruc-
tion of the dock in Fremantle, which
[ Buenis to e the alpha and omega of their
existence down there, und seeing ulso
that the construction of the dock was
regarded in the past by Premiers and
Governments as being a work which was
in every semse a (Government work, I
want to ask bhim, without being
unnecessarily severe on him, why when
he made his speech at Bunbury he did
not appeal to the Fremantle electors on
every other item that savoured of a
national character. This is the state-
ment :—-

It is our intention to give the Fremantls
Harbour T'rust the constructive powers which
have been asked for by the Fremantle
members—
the member for North Fremuntle can
correct me if I am wrong—
and I believe it to Le the wish of the people of
the port. However, the result of the election
on Friday will indicate whether the town
endorses the action we propose to take.
Herein comes the full force of this sug-
gestion. [MzmBER: Evil be to him who
evil thinks.] T want to ask the Premier
why he thought it necessary, of all the
numerous items in his pelicy aspeech, to
appeal to Fremantle on this point alone,
in view of the fact that former Govern.
ments and former Premiers had looked
upon this work in a national sense.

MgemBEER: From a long way off.

At 630, the SpeaxEir left the Chair.
At 7-80, Chair resumed.

Mz. LYNCH (continuing) : When we
adjourned for lunch this evening I was
engaged in the effort of amalysing tbe
motives of the Premier at Bunbury when
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he singled out the construction of a dock
as the one subject upon which he expected
the electors of that constituency to
indorse the policy of the Government,
I was drawing attention to the fact that
the Fremantle dock is a particular work
which had been regarded by the Premiers

and Gtovernments preceding Mr. Moore

as one of national importance; in other
words, as a work that did not necessarily
concern only the electors withie the four
boundaries of the Fremantle electorats ;
and I was naturally anxziouns to know in
cornmon with a vumber of members of
the House why it was that he singled
this particular work out of the many
works that were mentioned in his policy
speech, to make it a kind of conveyance
of his desire to the Fremantle electors
thut they should return Mr. Price. I
can only eay that the construction that
any impartially constituted mind could
put upon the appeal of the Premier wasg
that he wanted them to look on this work
as & work that would be taken in hand if
Mr. Price was chosen, and that it would
not be taken in hand or would otherwise
he postponed if Mr. Needham was chosen.
That was the only possible construction
I could put upon the Premier’s remarks
when he used his position and all the
power of the Government to appeal to
the Fremantle electors in the light in
which, I contend, he has appealed to
them. Mr. Keenan was also down at
Fremantle to belp and reinforce the Gov-
ernmeut on thut occasion, and although
he poses, and I believe has some
justification for so doing, as & strong-
minded man, he said that as far as
the construction of the dock was con-
cerned if there was any man who would
convince him of the need of its construec.-
tion that man was Mr. Price; although
be had previously said to a Kalgoorlie
audience—as a Minister of the Crown—
and to the citizens of Western Australia,
that whenever he intended to say * no,”
there was no man who could convince
bim or compel him to szy “yes.” Yet
on this cecasion he referred to Mr. Price
as the only person who was then avail-
able who eould exercise such a talismanic
influence over him. I bave to make one
single reference to the Minister for Mines
when he was down there rendering assist-
ance to Mr. Price, solely because his state-
ment, I take it, may reflect upon myself.
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That is, provided he made that statement
in a way which reconciles it with the
construction the average man would put
upon it. Mr. Gregory, when he was
addressing v Fremantle audience said:- -

They had an illustration of this a short time
ago when a platitude-speaking party, getting
& chance to do something, had merely
E}Jnctured—and that pretty quickly, and to

ig mind for the benefit of the country.

f. Voice: They retired gracefully, at any
rate.

The Minister for Mines: [ believe it was
because they could not purchase the Midland
Railway. (Applause.}

I think 1 have as keen a sense of personal
honour as the average man in this
Chamber, and although I may be able to
aequit Mr. Gregory as to the meaning
that statement was intended to convey,
yet I know und am fully conscious of the
mterpretation placed on that etatement
by wost people in this country. I have
heard the statement repeatedly made that
the Labour Government resigned because
they conld not purchase the Midland
Railway, and never yet did I hear that
reason assigned for the resignation of the
Labour Government that it was not closely
nnd directly associated with the insinua-
tion that the Government, including my
humble self, were engaged in aome sort
of dark cperation for the sake of feather-
ing our own nests. I say it is possible
to acquit Mr. Gregory of a statement as
meaning any reflection upon me or my
colleagues, but at the same time— [Inter-
jection by the MivisTer For Mines.] T
shall be glad to have your assurance
here. At the same time there is ome
suthority in this State who iz in a
position te know the true import of that
statement, and he alone i in a position
to say so. He saw the statement next
day in the Press, and he said that it was
vnworthy of the Minister to make such a
statement, and that as far as the Labour
members were concerned if any impression
prevailed that we were looking for any
recompense or remuneration it was a lie.
He added, ¢ That statement is more than I
would make about other politicians in the
House.” It brings me to the necessity
of saying thut if the Minister for Mines
wanted to cast a reflection upon the
TLabour Government, and if he made that
charge, with the insinuation that we were
engaged in this unworthy object, that

| statement is an unmitigated, 2 false, and
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a cowardly lie. T take this opportunity
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not only of vindicating my own personal

honour but the honour of the other five
gentlemen who for the time being were
called upon to direct the affairs of this

State, und who to this day have borne
the brunt of this impression which °

prevails in a section of the public mind.
‘We have not had an opportunity, until
to-night, of flinging back the insinuation

in the teeth of those who dare to charge -

us with such a thing, and to-night the
hour has come when we shall be vindicated.
I say that if Mr. Gregory or any other
white or black man in this State declared
that we were engaged in an unworthy
effort, directly or indirectly, it is, as I
stated before, 2 e of a iption for
which I can hardly find suitable adjectives
in the language to describeit. I will pass
from tbat subject, and as we huve been
engaged in referring to the conduct of
Ministers in the Fremantle contest, and
especially to the central figure of that
contest, Mr. Price himself, I want to ask
Ministers, or any member on that side of
the House, would they stand idly by and
listen to any Minister of the Crown on
those benches asking the question that
Mr. Price asked? Would any member
on that side of the House stand by with-
out a blush of indignation if be heard for
instance the Mimister for Lands say,
* Ask yourgelves who can belp the con-
gtituency of Bunbury most, a Minister
for Lands or a private member of a weak
Opposition ?’ If the Premier had lost
his self-control to such an extent as to
make such a statement, would the im-
pression not clearly have been that as far
as his administration of the Lands Depart-
ment was concerned, it would be gtrained
in the divection of favouring the Bunbury
people and no oue else. I am coming
to the question which Mr. Price
asked. Mr. Price asked the Fremantle
electors, “ Ask yourselves who can help

Fremantle wmost, a Minister of the

Crown who has clarge of the public
works, or a private member of a weak
Opposition ?” I am simply using the
same terms, the same identical query,
when applied to every other department
occupied by those gentlemen. Would
they have siood by and listened or
telerated the Adttorney General, say,
asking the Kalgoorlie electors: “ Who
will serve you best, a Minister of the
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' Crown who is in charge of the Justice

Department, or a private member of a
weak Opposition 7’ The inference would
clearly be that if he were foolish enough,
eriminal enough, to say that he would
strain the Justice Depariment in order to
favour the electors of Kalgoorlie, and
if the Minister for Lands were foolish
enough to say the same thing, the same
construction would be placed upon it as
the electors of Fremantle would place
upon it. There are the mines of this
State, which must be impartially ad-
ministered by the Minister for Mines.
There are the lands of this State, of
which for the time being the Minister for
Lands is the sole custodian.. There is
the Minister for Works, who presides

‘over the department for the time being,

and be should be an impartial custodian
and jealous guardian, and while he is in
this position there is a certain amount
of money to be fairly and legitimately
distributed according to the needs of the
electors of this State. Wherein comes
the difference between other members of
the Orown appealing in the same fashion
as Mr. Prics, and Mr. Price doing so ?
Would not the construction put upon the
language used by Mr. Price be that he
would shovel money into his electorate
without giving impartial consideration to
the leiitima.cy of the claims, in order to
put himself forward and insure his
political success? I suy no other pos-
gible conclugsion can be come to than
that such remarks, if uttered by Minie-
ters of the several departments, would
appeal to the electors in the same way
as did those by the Minister for Works.
I am forced to this conclusion, that while
we have a Minigter in such a position
that he can use his influence in a way
that his colleagues would not dare to,
thet is to say to leave it to be clearly
inferred—though inference is hardly the
word to describe the task before the
electors of Fremantle—to leave it open to
them to clearly anticipate that he would
shovel money into their electorate, he
cannot give just and impartial considera-
tion to the claims of the other 49
electorates of the State. I pass from
this subject by asking wmembers: after
all, what 18 the use of this Parliament, or
any other Parliament, for the tirne being
straining their nerves and exhausting all
the means that human ingenuity can
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suggest in forming Electoral Acts to
regulate the actions of men; where is the
useof penalising the unfortunate candidate
on thefieldsor elsewhere who gives a drink,
or shouts a meal, or does any of the several
other things that come under the category
of corrupt practices, when it is plainly
possible that a Minister of the Crown
can g» down to his constituency and by
a breath of suggestion do iufinitely more
hartn than if all these regulations were
suspended and regarded as waste-paper ?

TrE Minister For MiNnes: You must
have bad a very bad experience when you
were Minister.

Me. LYNCH: It would be human
folly to expeet that there will be any
ereditable conditions so long as it is
possible for public opinion to tolerate
Ministers of the Crown going to any
place and making such exhibitions of
themselves as they did on that occasion.
The Minister for Mines refers to myself.
Ialways prefer to leave others to speak for
me, believing as I do that there wasa
lot in Mark Twain's philosophy when he
said that it is never wise to speak well of
a man until he is dead, because by that
time he can bardly—I was going to
say, turn dog on you. When a man
is dead there is reasonable certainty
that he is not going to make false your
eulogy. I did not wish to speak of myself
had T not been pushed to it by the
Minister for Mines. - What did I do at
Leonora? It ison record. I went to
every centre, large or small, I had the
opportunity of appealing to, and I took
particular care to tell them that it was
for them to blot out of their minds all
thoughts and recollections that 1 oceupied
a Ministerial position, and was on that
account capable of bringing any considera-
tion to Leonora eleetors. That is on
record. I appealed to the electors of
Leonora as I hope I always shall, for two
reasons: first of all for careful and im-
partinl consideration of the views I held,
which are usually called policy; and
secondly, for a reasonable assessment of
the way in which I had acquitted myself
in Parliament in their service. Did I ask
them to choose a Minister of the Crown
who could serve Leonora bast? Noj it
never entered my mind; and I hope that

as long as breath remains in wy frail

earcase, my body, I will do the same,
and that those who are in my party will
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do likewise, and that they will not follow
the unworthy example set them at Fre-
mantle. T was forced to tell this con-

cerning myself; but those at Leonora
know how I conducted my carapaign. I

- wag forced to make a personal reference

on account of the stimulus given by the
remark of the Minister for Mines. I
hope we have had sufficient sad experience
in the great western nation, America, in
the Tammany Hall tactics thai have so
polluted the publiclife of a portion of the
States, and in the * spuils to the victors”
doctrine that appears to be the all-per-
vading influence in the politics of that
mighty nation, T hope that though we
bave not vet reached the stageof industrial
progress that has marked the progress of
that country, we will at least preserve the
cherished characteristics of British institu-
tions—purity of public life—as far as lays
in our parliamentary power. The era of
rotten boroughswhen the boroughswere at
the giftof the privileged classesis past, and
the time that formed a standing blot on
civilisation in other parts of the world has
gone by; but at the same time, what is
the difference between then and to-day if
we now aftempt to debase public life in
this manner? The Minister for Works
smiles, but he had better smile last if he
can. What is the difference between the
patronage exercised as it was in the case
of the rotten boroughs when place and
power were obtained by the base exercise
of the substance and influence of the indi-
vidual, and that exercised in this case
where the power of the Government and
the substance of the community were
brought to bear to win a seat for one
of their own adherents? The present
position is infinitely worse than the
case of the rotten boroughs that were
wiped out in 1832. I think I have come
to the end of what I desire to say on this
unsavoury subject. I started off by draw-
ing the attention of* the House to what
was in the policy speech, to the half
desires that were expressed and to the
many things wanting in it; and as a
member of the Opposition, I wish to say
that we stand for nothing more nor less
than for thut policy which has been the
means of immortalising one of the noblest,
if not the noblest, of figures in those lands
of the Southern Seas. Westand for that
policy which is in a great measure
materialised under the leadership of the
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late Richard John Seddon. In npoticing
how New Zealand has progressed under
that policy, and in striving towards it, it
will be incumbent on us to unceasingly
point out to the Governwent their fail-
ings and shortcomings and the marvel-
lous distance they have already dropped
behind that man who has been venerated
by all the English-gpeaking race in all
portions of the world. To show the
effect that }:»olicy has had upon the Island
State, I will briefiy detain the House a
few minutes by comparing what has
taken placein New Zealand with what has
taken place in the Commonwealth. John
Ballance assumed power in New Zealand
in 1891. The population for the five
FeaTS i showed
departures over arrivals of 19,000, but
for the 11 years that succeeded the in-
coming of what was practically the Seddon
Government, the excess of arrivals over
departures was 54.000. Now, what has
taken place in Australia, a long way
behind through not adopting the policy
which has memorised Mr. Seddon?
There was an actual excess of departures
over arrivals in the same 11 years, from
1891 to 1902, of 2,272. When we on
these benches are endeavouring in a
humble way to follow the footsteps of
the man whose policy bas been respon-
sible for the material progress of New
Zealand, we can easily stand the jeers of
some unthinking men in this Chamber
and out of it so long as our desire and
fixed purpose is patent, to institute in this
State such an order of things on the lines
I bave indicated that Western Australia
will march at the same rate of progress as
New Zealand bhas. I believe 1t is easily
possible; and it is for the purpose of
pointing out the difference between the
olicy enunciated in the Governor's
peech and the policy which would have
been enunciated if we had been on the
Treasury benches, that I have taken up
g0 much time of the House. It is to be
hoped that whatever remarks I have made
to-pight, though perhaps made somewhat
in the heat of the moment, are taken as
made by one conscientionsly believing
them to be in the interests, not only
of this party, but of the large section
which we represent outside of the House,
and of thelarger section of the community
we hope to represent at an early date. It
is to hoped also that the Government will
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take heed of what has been said by myself
in the hope that ar improvement wi{l be
made in the milk-and-wutery policy before
the House to-night, and that though
they have not adupted the full policy,
they will so amend the portion adopted
that, when it comes to be described in
detail, we will have something worthy
of discussion. I thank members for
hearing me. I hope that my remarks
will be heeded by members on the
(tovernment benches,

Hown. ¥. H. PIESSE (Katanning):
I think it is un old saying that one side
of the atory is ull very well until the
other side 18 told. Although we have

listened to-night to the remarks of the
hon i

. 1 give him all evedit
for his earnestness and desire to put hia
gide of the question in as fair a way as
possible—yet after all, I think he per-
baps in his zeal and desire has in a
measure, in locking through his spee-
tacles, placed a wrong impression and a
decidedly unfair one upon the actions of
the Minister for Works. I have only
had the pleasure of kmowing that gentle-
man for a few months; but from what I
know of him, and from the earnestness
with which he has taken up his work, and
with his praclical knowledge and evident
desire to do his duty to the country, [
feel that the hon. member has been much
maligned to-night in certain directions,
and when he has an opportunity I expect
he will be able to give a good account of
himeelf. T think in regard to these
matters, although it is within the pro-
vince of members to perhaps in a
measure condemn the actions of others,
still at the same time I always think it is
well to be fair and not to look on all
matters with such extreme views. "In
regard to the Speech of His Excellency I
may say that it gives me pleasure to rise
on this cecasion to make a few remarks
in reference thereto. This is an oppor-
tunity, I take it, of the commencement of
good thinge for this country. We have
geen 80 many changes during the past
few years. Siuce 1901 there have buen
continual changes of Government and
unrest throughout the State and inter-
ference with the general progress in conse-
quence. We are all to blame perhaps.
The older members, too, who have taken
part in the affairs of the country for
years cannot hold themselves free from
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blame. In the old days we bad that long
continuous Government known as the
Forrest Ministry, of which I formed a
part at one time; and althougl it was a
long period of admiuistration in this
country, it has been followed by an
unrestful state of things, which I ho

has ended, and I trust this session is the
commencement of a change in the state
of affairs. As to the personnel of
the Government, I would like to say,
although from a political standpoint
in the past I may have differed from
these gentlemen, I feel at this stage
there i1s so much which is necessary
in the interests of the country to be done
just now, that we must endeavour as far
as possible to sink some of our political
ideas ; not that their discontinuance
should interfere with the well-being of the
country. Views should not be sunk if
they are of an important character; but
perhaps there are some which can be set
aside to bring about a better condition
of things. 8o far as the Government
are concerned I offer them my congratu-
lations on the commencelnent of their
work, and I specially offer to the Premier
congratulation in the most hearty manner.
Although young in years and political
experience, T think, after all, it is ad-
witted he has an sarvest desire to do his
duty to the country. He is a West Aus-
tralian, with a thorough knowledge of the
country. It does not make him any the
better because he can claim Western
Australia as his native land; but T feel
his knowledge of the country will be of
advantage. There are some men in the
Cabinet to-day (coming from other parts
of the world) equally able to carrv on the
duties, yet with a Leader who has a
knowledge of every part of the country I
think we are strengthened because of
that knowledge. With reference to the
matters contained in the Speech, it is not
my intention to deal with many of them
except to casually refer to one or two
matters that should be touched upon.
But T wish particularly to deal with two
matters which are referred to. One is
the question of the proposed land tax,
which I expect members thought T would
refer to, and the other is in reference to
the Public Service Commissioner. Now
generally dealing with the Speech, I
would like to refer to two matters, to
gold-mining and land settlemeat in cou-
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When I speak
of land settlement I am not only referring
to agricultural pursuite but to pastoral
pursuits also. 1 am sure we can date our
prosperity from the discovery of gold in
this State. A great impetus was given
to the agricultural und pastoral in-
dustry. Those interested in these two
great interests ure working in more
harmony for the country than they have
done in the past. At one time there was
a great deal of discontent on the gold-
fields with reference to the treatment
which, it was said, was meted out to that
distant part of the country by the agri-
culturists. T think latterly 1t has been
seen that the people in the agricultural
parts of the country are equally inter-
ested with those on the goldfields in
doing all they can to bring about a better
state of things. In regard to the develop-
mental railways alluded to, there will be
another opportunity of dealing with
them; but I would now like to say I am
glad the Government have decided to
proceed farther with the construction of
these lines, for I am of opinion that the
oply way we can open up the vast
resources of the country is by giving
easy means of communication to those
who are likely to wake their homes
on the land. There is one other sub-
ject I would like to refer briefly to,
and that is in reference to the Common.-
wealth. I have heard it stated here, and
also on the public platform, that the
treatment we have received and the pro-
posal to deal with our finances in the
manner it has been suggested that the
Commonweulth are likely to deal with
them, have brought forward much con-
demnation. I would like to say, although
there may be some good grounds for
complaint, at the same fime I feel there
must be among that body of men who
are representing us in the Parliament of
the Commonwealth men who will look
on our special and just circumstances
and deal with us in the muanner that
they would like to be dealt by, We
are due for special consideration, That
was recognised when the Constitution
Act was brought forward, and it
will be remembered that we then
obtained certain concessions—the con-
tinnance of our five years' sliding
scale under the customs tariff in connee-
tion with Eastern imports, and we had
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also other privileges and advantages given
to us to induce us to join the Federation.
As one who was most strongly opposed
to entering the Federation at that time,
and one who stated that although feeling
the principle was one which must be
adopted in the future but should be
deferred for ten years or more if neces-
sary, 1 say that I took that objection
because I felt that the special cireum-
stances needed special administrution
which could be carried out far more
satisfactorily by ourselves under the then
existing conditions of Government than
by entering the (‘ommonwealth. This
bas been proved to be the case. At the
samwe time I want to say that although 1
opposed Federation T would be the last
persou to-day to bring about the sever-
ance from Nederation thet has been
threatened in sowe instances. I think
that now we have entered the Federation
it would be folly and madness to talk of
secesston. We must wake the best we
cau of the circamstances, relying on the
fair-mindedness of the statesmen in the
Parliament of the Commonwealth to do
their duty by Western Australis. Iam
pleased to note an amendment of the
Land Act is to be brought in. We have
prospered under our old Land Act, which
wag looked on as the most faveurable of
all lund settlement counditions in Aues-
tralia; we have done well under it;
but the circumstances which applied
when the last amending Aet was passed in
1902 do not apply now. 'We have seen
changes; the conditions have altered,
settlement having gone on apace. It is
in the interests of the country now thata
Bill should be brought in dealing with
the new conditions ruling. I hopein the
wisdom of the Government such a Bill
will be brought forward as will commend
itself to the House for the farther-
ance of land settlement, and the im-
provement of the conditions generally
and increased development, one that will
be of equal service to the counfry as in
the past. No doubt it will be a most
important weasure and deserve the
gravest and most earnest consideration of
members. I am looking to the very great
assistance in the framing of that Bill
and the passing of it into law on fairand
generous lines that will best serve the
interests of the State which will be
rendered by the wmember for Northam
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(Mr. Mitchell), who has recetitly taken
up an honorary portfolio. With' his
knowledge of the subject and with the
special knowledge whichk the Premier
possesses of this country, I hope sincerely
a Bill such as will prove of great advant-
age to the State will be passed into law.
In reference to the other matters I alluded
to, I wish first to take the question of
the Public Service Commissioner. In
seconding the Address-in-Reply, the
member for Collie (Mr. Ewing) stated
that be had not read the Commissioner's
report, but certainly there were lots who
had and had criticised it. He farther
stated that he strongly condemned the
proposed acts and the recommeundations
of the Commissioner on hearsay evidence.
I think it is unfair to take objections
L 5o the recommendations at- this stage.
Especially should this apply to a gentle-
man with such a practical knowledge as
the member for Collie, who knows so
mwuch of the public service.  The matter
should be left over for a time. The hon.
member should have taken an opportunity
of reading the recommendations, rather
than accept the ex purte statements of
persons interested. The law was brought
into being by this Parliament; not the
existing House, but the Parliament in
this building. It is the law under whicl
the Public Service Commissioner was
appoioted, and if we pass such an Act,
I say by all means let us give it a
trial and see what can be done. If the
recommendatiens of the Commissioner
ara such that the Government caunot see
their way to agree to the proposals, or
they do not entirely agree, an opportunity
is open to them tv arrange for the ap-
pointment of an ap board, when
those who may be dissatisfied will have
an opportunity of appearing before the
board and putting forward their special
cases. No one had a stronger objection
to the Bill than I had. 1 saw almost
eve to eye with my friends in Opposi-
tion io thut respect. T do think that the
departments and the Railway Depart-
ment or any large department can be
better managed under Ministerial control.
But T do say that the Opposition mem-
bers, who were then in power, introduced
the Bill. They were, in a sense, com-
pelled to bring it forward; and though
to-night we have heard some recrimina-

tion from the member for Mt. Leonora
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(Mr. Lynch) because the Governor's
Speech 1s, he savs, a reflection of the
measures introduced by the Opposition,
we may say that the Opposition when in
power evidently thought it right to intro-
duce the Public Service Bill, which
ultimately passed both Houses and is
to-day the luw of the land. If Opposition
members do not believe in the Act, why
did they introduce it? However, it is
now the law; and, I say, let us give it a
fair trial. Give the Commissioner an
opportunity of showing what he can do.
If, after exhausting all means at the
disposal of the Governwent under the
Act, no improvement can be got out of i,
then let it be amended ; but do not try
to wreck the Act at this stage, do not
try to bring about confusion; but if the

Act iz found to be unworkable, let us see

what can be done to wake it workable.
We have gone to the expense of provid-
ing this Commissioner with a salary of
£800 a year, together with the charges
consequent on the establishment of his
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office. We knew what to expect; and -

I cannot see what he could expect him
to do except make the recommenda-
tions he has made. He has evidently
made them in good faith. During the
four and a-half years tor which I was
Minister for Works he was Under Secre-
tary in that department. He was also
for some years previounsly an officer in the
Government service. He has had n long
experience, and many opportucities of
showing his qualifications as an adminis-
trator. He has in certain respects
done well, and has a good knowledge of
the public service genarally. If somecne
from the Eastern States had been selected,
and bad made the same recommenda-
tions, probubly they would have met
with the same reception. But the civil
servants’ objections to the recommenda-
tions have probably been intensified by
the knowledge that the Commissioner
was formerly one of themselves. He
has risen in the service to this appoiot-
ment, After all, it is not the individual
we have to consider, but the recommenda-
tiona which he has made; and I certainly
feel that fair play should be shown to
that officer, and a proper administration
of the Act brought about. Speaking of
the public service generally, I think those
who know of my past administration
will recoguise that I always endeavoured
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to be fair. Onbe of the greatest difficulties
I contended with in my day was the sweep-
ing retrenchment in the Works Depart-
ment. In 1898, during a time of depres.
sion, the department consisted of 620
officers, and the number was reduced in
15 months to some 320—a reduction of
over 300 men. During tbat time, the
present Commissioner, then Under Sec-
retary, was wost helpful in bYinging
about that reduction, upon lines which,
though caunsing difficnlty to individuals,
a difficulty we tried to minimise, were
bighly beneficial to the department
generally; and I will ask the country
whether there was much friction. The
retrenchment was effected in the best
possible manner. There was mnecessity
for retrenchment, and it was carried out
satisfactorily to the country. I am
gorry to say that though promises were
made of retrenchment in other depart.
meats, the Works Department was made
the scapegoat. It had the courage
to persist in reducing expenditure ;
but other departments were mot pre-
pared to follow iis example. How-
ever, that is beside the question; but
my desire is to see a fair classification
and the service fairly dealt with. There
are in the service many loyal and worthy
officers, and there are, too, many juniors
who are growing up to be good officers.
Our desire is to bave a good and loyal
gervice. There has been much difficulty
in bringing this about, becanse of the
frequent changes of the Ministers. Par-
linment thought fit to pass this Act
to relieve Ministers of that duty. At
the time I objected, because I felt that
Ministers could do the work better than
a Commissioner, if they bad only the
strength of will to bring about the de.
sired change. Huwever, it was ussumed
that they would not; and the country
thought fit to pass the Act as the best
remtedy in the circumstances, I think it
is for us to criticise the Public Service
Act fairly and justly; but to criticise it
with a view to wrecking it seems to me a
wrong course to adopt. I am speaking
without knowledge of the intentious of
the Government. A statement has been
made that the matter has not yet received
due consideration. But from my know-
ledge of the determinadiion of the Govern-
ment to do what is right, T feel that they
will take up this matter as soon as they
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have an opportunity, and face it man-
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fully as it should be faced. I bave left °

the most important subject to the last,
because of its importance. It bhas offen
been stated in this House and outside
that the time has arrived whena land tax
should be introduced in this country. On
several occasions I have spoken of o land
tax. %l

on the'lines now proposed by the Govern-
ment; that is, a tax on usimproved land
values. I have opposed it Dbecause I
think the time has wnot yet come
when such a measure should be intro-
duced ; though if the nevessity does urise,
we must of course do something to raise
revenue. On many occasions memnbers
on the Government side of the House
have said that the tax is needed to burst
up large estates. I will give ittom

mem bers credit for stating that theirobject !

is to impose a tax on unimproved land
values. However, the Government have
decided to introduce such & measure.
Though I might make these remarks when
the Bill is introduced, yet in my strong
desire to place my views before the House,
perhaps with the object of endeavouring
to modify the Bill in some directions, or
if poasible to prevent its introduetion, I
muke them to-night feeling that in doing
so I am acting in the best interests of the
country. The Premier, to whom T give
every credit for earnestness and hunesty
of purpose, stated in his policy speech

thut he iutended introducing such a Bill. |

I think that many of his political and
personal friends were under the im-
pression that it would be a Bill to burst
up the large estates Ly a tax on unim-
proved lands. However, it has now been
announced that the tax is to be on unim-
proved land values. I should like to say
there seems to be much misconception as
to the meaning of this phrase. Thete is
no wisconception in the minds of those
who have seriously studied the subject,
but there is a general misconception in
the minds of others. When the member
for North Perth (Mr. Brebber) spoke
last night, T heard him say something
regarding which I sbould like to disabuse
his mind. He stated then -that a
tax on unimproved land values would be
inposed in this fashion. Suy that land

liave always opposed a land tax °

- valuation of the Lands Department.
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value as the amount paid for the land
und the added improvements us £2 10s.
per acre; he would deduct £2 as the
cost of the improvements, and thus the
tax would be psyable on the originnl
value only. The New Zealand Act
shows that the land tax is assessed on
the unimproved value only, dnd not
on improvements. My authority goes
on to state that the valuations for the
land tax are made by a permanent
staff of expert valuers, and assessment
rolls are supplied by the Government
A

' tax oo unimproved land values is

tax on land after it is valued by per-
manent officials, with the improvements
deducted. It is different from a tax
on unimproved land. To confound the

+ two ig nost misleading, People like

'

cost 10s. per acre, und that improvements

are put on it to the value of £2 per acre;
*he valuer would come alung, take the

to think that this will be a tax on
unimproved lands; but they will find
it is nothing of the sort; they will have
to pay a tax on the increased value of
land. And that is why the tax will
affect so seriously, not only the people of
Perth und Fremantle, but of all the
larger centres. It will affect the people
in the country districts also, who have
done so much work in this country and
proved the value of their estates; for they
are about to be taxed in respect of the
proceeds of their industry. [LaBoUr
MrmeeErs: No.] I will show you why.
If they had not built up their estates by
their industry, the estates would have
remained valueless. When I and people
like me started in the Southern District

‘a8 pioueers, anyone could have bought

the whole of the land at 10s. per acre.
We bought it at that, and deducting
the improvements aund favourable posi-
tion, the urnimproved value is now £2
per acre in certain places. That is
the application of the principle. That
is what I wish the people of the
country to understand; and none under-
stand it better than the Government
who are preparing this measure. At
this stage of the country’s development
it is not wise, it is wost impolitic,
to bring in such a measrure as a Land
Tax Bill. If it were for the purpose
of bursting up large estates, and if we

could reach these large estates by
means of tazation, then perhaps we
should agree to the Bill. But there

' seews 1o be u highly mistaken idea regard.-
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ing the number of lurge estales in this
country. The large estates here are very
few compared with those in the Eastern
parts of Australia. With the exception
of about four or five which I know, there
are very few estates of over 15,000
scres. There are not many over 10,000
acres, and the greater number will range
from 1,000 to 10,000 acres. The reason
given for the Bill—to burst up large
estatea—is a very good reason; but the
principle is difficult of application. I
have always done my best to induce the
owners of these estates to subdivide
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them. With a few exceptions, I think

most of them are doing so, and try-
ing as hard as owners of smaller
estates to develep their properties. We
must be careful. It 18 not because
the application of this principle should
Le deferred for all time, but it should be
deferred for the present, and I will say
why. It seems incongruous to me. With
35,000,000 acres of land available, we are
trying to attract settlement; weare offer-
ing the land to the world; we areissuing
pamphlets to the world setting forth the

that this land is free from a land tax.
will take a long time for a denial to reach
those people, and it will huve a very
detrimental effect on the country. We
should think twice before we introduce
such a tax. That is one of the great
objections I have. Another objection T
have to it is the cost of administration,
for in a country so sparcesly settled as
this is it will bhe difficult to arrive at a
proper valuation. There are a thousand
and one things that will have to ba done.
A tax of this kind wonld be vicious in
the extreme, custly to the country, and
we should not realise the amount of
money which it is expected would be
realised by the Government. I want to
deal with the matter from n revenue
standpoint. It is said, rightly too, that
we must have revenue, and il is said this
is the best means of procuring it. 1
differ from the Government in that
respect. I feel that it iz not the best
means of producing that revenue. I will
bring them back to the words of the
Premier himself. He stated that the

every direction. The Governor's Speech
is said to be very indefinite; I am not
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it might have been more definite in many
directions. I will say this in defence of
the Government, knowing something of
the time it takes to prepare matters for
the House and the short time the Gov-
ernment had at their disposal, that every
allowance should be made for short-
comings in tbat direction. The Gorv-
ernment shonld have taken farther
opportunity of looking inte the affairs
of the couniry more closely. Although
I recognise that some members in this
Government. were in the previous Gov-
erment, still, with their evident deter-
mination to do well, they have mnot
had the time to look into the affairs,
therefore we should make overy allow-
ance in that respect. Perhaps this is a
defence on their behalf. They bave not
yet had an opportunity of looking into
the finances of the country to justify the
bringing forward of a tax of this kind.
Let them exhaust every means within
their power, let them lock into all the

. uffairs of the State, and see whether they

can cut down and save and carry on for

. the pext two or three years, with » deficit
¢onditions, and we have told the people -

1t :

if necessary. Even if it reached half a
million, that would be betler than intro-
ducing a land tax at this stage. If the
Government adopted this course I do not
believe the deficit would reach £250,000.
With the success which I know will
result from the energy the Government
will exert on the affairs of the country
and the development that will follow,
we shall see a better state of affairs.
I say we do not require this tax. It
is easy to condemn and make asser-
tions, and it will be expected that I

" should give some reasons why I make
" such statements, and why I feel that

revenue can be raised in other directions.
In regard to economic administration I
feel there are so many ways in which we
can save. There is one big item, thal of
* Contingencies,” which has appeatred on
every Estimates. I perhaps have been
taken to task wore than any other
Minister in the House over that item. It
appeared in my day and it appears to-
day. It appeared in the days when we
were moving ahead with a rapid rate of

. progress and we had not much time to
(overnment intended to econvmise in .

stop it; when we had to carry on the
affairs of the country rapidty because of
the exigencies of the time. Now we are

going to re-echo those words, but I say | in a more normal state, and we have an
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opportupity of doing something in that
direction. There is a vast establishment
—the Printing Department—which costs
something like £38,000 a year. I think
a reduction could be made in stationery
and printing, and in other items which
we have brought before us, not only in
the public offices, but in connection with
parliamentary work. T shall bhe told
that if we want to assist the country we
must have revenue. T have spoken very
often of the opening up of roads.
There are what I call colonization roads--

roads opening up the country to get |

people on to the land, not only in con.
bection with the agricultural industry,
but in connection with other industries.
The vote for roads outside contingencies

hag been £100,000 a year. I think thut -
i « 546,000 to

insist, as the Government have already

done, upon the roads boards taxing them-
selves where it can be done without
perhaps inflicting hardships on the early
settlers us they go on to the land. A
notice has been issued that the boards

shull tax themselves to the extent of 9d. .

in the £, or 1id. on the upimproved
value. I know that has been resented in
certain directions, The people in the
country will be affected by the tax, but
they will be guite prepared to accede to
the direction, I may call it, of the Gov-
ernment, because I think the Government
have taken a strong course in that
matter. Perhaps it was right in certain
cases, and will save the country adding

mere money tu the roads vote than last

year. I would cut down the grants to
municipalities. The vote is too much.
Grauts have grown quite abnormally.
We should cut the municipal subsi-

dies down, and make tbe towns tax

themselves to carry out the improve-
ments to their towns. There are specifie
ingtances where we should make an

allowance, and I would vote £25,000 for |

that. On this item I would suve £50,000.
The members of the Opposition when in
power wrre equally to blame with other
Governments in this direction. We m
our day were not to blame. We did
not make the vote so high. It has grown
litide by little until 1% has reached the
present figure. There is one other matter
~—perhaps it is a dangerons 1opic Lo touch
upon—in regard to the railways. There
has been no stronger advocate than
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myself for the reduction of rates on the
carringe of agricultural produce and
timber, and what I may term the products
of the local industries. PRut I think
that we cauld, without impairing the suc-
cess of these indusiries, in the rates.
There are articles of luxury carried on
the railways, and other things, that are
perhaps not so necessary for the well.
being of the people or the development
of the country that could bear a higher
rate than they do to.day. They could be
moved from the first to the second-class
tate, und from second to third-class, and
g0 on. The matter requires careful con-
sideration. Without increasing the cost
on timber, agricultural or mining wachi-
nery, if the Commissioner were con-
sulted the Government could raise from
£50,000 eustly in theway T
have indicated.

Mg. Horan: Did not the hon. mem.-
ber think of that when he was Commis-
stoner of Railways for five years?

How. F. H. PIESSE: If my table
had been allowed to remain as I left it—
it was the best table ever produced in
this State—we should to-day have been
reaping a revenue of £230,000 more than
we get to-day. The member for North
Fremantle knows of the changes made in
that table. We took 14 per cent. off at
one time, and it need not have been taken
off, but it was taken off because of the
representations made in different direc-
tions for a reduction of rates generally.
I sav as one who has lots of goods
carried over the railways, and who knows
whut 18 carried, that the bulk of the
money went into the pockets of the
traders, and did not uffect the people
concerned. It was the same when the
duty was taken off cattle years ago, when
the daty was reduced by £1 a head.
The next morning in town several
butchers said publicly that it would
mean £15,000 in thewr pockets. That
shows what a reduction does in some
cases when that reduction is made with-
out due forethought. That was carried
out by my esteemed friend Sir John
Forrest, with his desire to increase the
advantages to the northern settlers. It
did not do them muek good, the con-
sumers got little advantage, but the
butcher got a great deal out of it and
the revenue suffered. It is said because
of the great loss of the revenue con-
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sequent on the cessation of duties
between the REastern States and this
State that we shall esuffer very con-
siderably. We shull suffer if we take
thig year's estimate of £78,000 by that
amount next year. That is a large sum
to lose, but it is not large in comparison
with the income of the country, for we wili
make it up in other directions. We are
prepared for that mm a measure. We
look back to the previous four years.
The first year the amount available to us
was £201,000; the second year it was
£233,000; the third £196,000, and the
next year £142,000. Although each year
it was reduced ome-fifih, the difference
between the third and second was only a
matter of £7,000, but it was more the
first year. 'That was accounted for by
the inereased population and tbe increased
trade of the country. A future increased
tariff is in the air. Last year we im-
ported goods from over sea on which we
paid duty to the extent of a million
sterling ; and if we do the same under a
protective tariff increased say 5 per cent.,
it means £50,000, or if 10 per cent., it
means £100,000. Ina year or two we
shall have & more protective tarif than
to-day. After a time we shall not con-
tinue to import these things because
we shall panufacture them here; but
up to the second or third year the
revenue from foreign imports must im-
prove, and will more than compensate
n a year or two for the loss we sus-
tain under the sliding scale. That is
all I wish to say on this matter. I
again urge on the Government and on
the members of this House seriously to
consider the question between this time
and the time the Bill will be introduced ;
and look at it from all its standpoints.
I will sum up my objections. My first
objection is that it isa very bad advertise-
ment for this country under present con-
ditions. We are making good progress,
and although I have heard it stated that
the progress made in land development is
not what it should be, taking into con-
sideration the large areas of land alienated
and in process of alienation, I would, in
defence of the people engaged upon the
land, say that the large quantity taken
up during the last three vears goes to
show that improvements pro reta upon
this land could not be carried out at a
much more rapid rate, and they are very
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encouraging. The people who have
carried them out deserve credit for deing
80. Then, when it comes to the question
of vevenue, I think that wlen the Gov.
ernment have had an opportunity of
going thorougtly into the question, they
will see they can avoid bringing in a Bill.
They can also, I think, when they become
more conversant with the duties of their
offices, see their way to save in other
directions. They have no mean task to
perform. They will have great oppor-
tunities of doing good for this country.
They will have a great deal of trouble
while they are doing it in different
directions, but knowing them as I do, as
men of strong will, men of determination
to do their duty, I say that they will not
shrink from it and will do all they
can to economise wherever possible.
I say uonreservedly, and with a know.
ledge of the interests of the country
and a knowledge of its people, that
it will be most disastrous at this stage
to introduce such a measure. I have
much. pleasure in concluding my re-
marks by again saying I wish in every
sincerity that this new order of things—
and I look upon it as a new order of
things—will be the commencement of a
new erq in this State, and that we shall
see the last of this unrestfulness, and
shall settle down to the true and recog-
nised rules of parliamentary usefulness,
with one desire only—mnot to go in for
the ins and outs, but for that satisfaction
which will make this country a country
which cannot be, and has wnot been,
spoiled— although it bas had so many
political changes—because of its great
judustries and resources,

Me. H. BROWN (Perth}: I do not
intend to say very much on this Address-
in-Reply, but I would first like to con-
gratulate the Premier on attaining to the
high position he has now reached. I was
absent from the State during the elec.
tions, and only in the last few days have
I read the criticisms the Ministers have
given each other during their electioneer-
ing speeches. I trust that now they are
sitting side by side they will work
tagether and give our Premier that loyal
support which the party expects them to
do. We have hegrd a lot spoken here
to-night, or at least within the last few
days, in abuse of Mr, Rason. No one
regrets more than I do—and I think the
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majority of the party —that Mr. Rason
has given up the Premiership; and I
would tell the Opposition that up to a
certain point Mr. Hasou was most open
and candid with his party. He wanted
the Agent Generalship, and he has got it,
and no doult the wishes of the party as
to the leader they required were also
conveyed to Mr. Rason. That is the
point at which I wish to leave Mr.
Rason. After koowing the expressed
wishes of the party, there is no doubt—
and it has been rumoured and the whole
of our party knew it—he was approached,
and through that approaching he decided
to send for Mr. Wilson, knowing full
well that, I will not say all but a
majority of the party was in favour of
the present occupant of the office.

- -Tep ConoNixl: TREASFRER: Whoap-
proached him ?

Mz. H.BROWN : Letthe personanswer
in the House who approached him. The
legislation that is proposed to be adopted
by this party must be gratifying to our
friends on the opposite side, becaunse I
am certain that had the Political Labour
Party introduced this platform, nine out
of every ten on this side would have torn
it to pieces for all they were worth.

M=e. Scappaw: Open confession is
good for the soul.

M=z. H. BROWN : I have often sat with
the majority of the wembers of this party
whilst the Labour party were in office,
and beard them whine and cry practically
at baving to sit by and see the Bills
brought in and carried by that party.
After all that eriticism which the Labour
party was subjected to on the Bills they
introduced, do we see in the policy of
this Ministry any attempt to repeal any
one of those measures? Ome Act that
has given o great deal of dissatisfaction
in this State, at all events, not only to
the employers but to the employees, is
the Arbitration Act. We have seen
during the past year or iwo where the
employees have stated that they would
rather trust the employer than the
Court ; therefore, if it is not good enough
for the employees, why not repeal it?
We have seen that it has pot prevented
what the majority of this House thought
it would, that is strikes— [MEmser: Tt
has prevented some]-—because we.have
seen on the goldfields where an award
has gone against the party the members
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of that party have simply laid down
their tools and sought pastures oew.

Mz. BoLroxn: Would you support an
amendment of that measure ¥

Mz. H. BROWN: Certainly 1 would
make it workable. With reference also
to the Public Service Bill that was
brought in by our friends when they were
on the Treasury benches, we have cer-
tainly had a report here given by the
Public Service Commissioner which has
afforded very little satisfaction to the
service at present. In those recom-
mendations not a word have we had as to
whether the service is overmanned or
not; and I say without hesitation that
the only gentlemen who would be able to
give that opinion, and would have done
equally as good work as the Comnis-
various departments.

Mr, Horan: Why did you not
express that opinion when the Bill was
before the House ?

Mr. H. BROWN: When the Bill was
before the House the civil servants them-
selves said they were perfectly satisfied
with it; but I believe the Act does not
go far enough to allow these recommenda-
tions which the Commissioner has made
to take effect. We find various officials
getting large salaries, and there are sug-
gested reductions ; but instead of being
able to reduce those officers, some
officers are simply transferred to other
appointments carrying with them the
large salaries allocated to them,
Also, with reference to the railways,
there is no mention at all of an amend-
ment of the Railways Act. I say get as
good a Commmissioner as you can, and
with the present Railways Act no one
can make a success of the syatem. You
want to get the best man you possibly
can for your railways, and give him a
free hand to run them as he would his
own business.

Me. Horan : He has too free a hand
already.

Me. H. BROWN : In reference to this
policy, I certainly am not going to
oppose the Ministry for the sake of
being against them, but I shall not sink
what I think is right for the sake of
party. On those Bills that I can sup.
port I will give my assistance, more
especially in regard to a promised Muni-
cipalities Bill, and with the little know-
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ledge gained during the seven years of | city of Perth, Wealso know the attitude

my municipal life it will be my endeavour °

to assist the party to make the Bill as
workable as possible. My reason for
objecting to portion of the policy of this
Government, is practically thut it is a
goldfields and country policy as against
the cities.

majority of Ministries. We find sops
premised practically all over the State.
'We see bores for the North-West, a dock
for Fremantle, stock routes everywhere,
spur lines in the country districts, a mag-
nanimous water supply all over the gold-
fields.

Me. Scappan: Sewerage for Perth,

Mr. H. BROWN: For the city of
Perth there is a promise with regard to
sewerage. We have to pay indirectly for
what members call national works, and
we are to be taxed not only for these
works, but directly for the only gift
practically that this Ministry proposes to
meke us.

Lasour MeMBER: You think Perth
should be represented in the Ministry.

Mz. H. BROWN : Isaw by the papers
that I think the member for North
Perth (Mr. Brebber) and the member
for Balkatta (Mr. Veryard) were men-
tioned as probable members. The wonder
to me is whether this team which has
been got together now intends pulling
together, We found last session of
Parliament, at all events, the Attorney
Genernl speaking and voling aguinst
gpur railways—[Mg. Troy : Hear, hear]
—and advocating the line to Norseman
and the line from Magnet to Black
Range.

Me. Trov: Hear, hear.

Me. Hopar: Times have changed,
you know. .

M= H. BROWN: With reference
the feeling that is against the city, I am
told that the Attorney-General considers
that towns are parasites on the country,
and we are alsotold by him—in spite of the
large deficit each year on the goldfields
water scbeme—that if a water and
sewerage scheme for Perth is to be pro-
vided, the municipal authorities should
meet all interest on the coat of construe-
tion, and expenses. We also Lknow that
the Colonial Secretary intended if he
could to deprive the city of the gift of
land Mr. Rason so kindly gave to tle

The procedure practically is
not new: it is practically done by the

not only of the present Minister for
Works, but also of the late Minister for
Works, with reference to keeping the
pipe contract by day labour in Fremantle.
[Lasour MEmBERs: Hear, hear.] Iam
glad members agree with that. Atall
events we know that not many months
ago a deputation from the Chamber
of Manufactures waited on the Minister
for Works to urge that they at all events
should have some voice in the tendering
for the manufacture of pipes for our
Perth water scheme. We were told by
Mr. Wilson that if the pipes could be
manufactured cheaper by cootract than
by his own department he was willing to
do it,
Mr. 8canpav: And gave the price of
his department away when be said it, too.
Mr. H. BROWN: We aleo find that
through the continuance of the pipe com-
trart 1 Fremantle we are penalised to the
extent of from £1 3s. to £1 5s. & fon
for those pipes that are now being laid
down in the city of Perth. A contract
was called for a certain quantity of pipes,
and the lowesl tenderers were Maessrs.
Monteath and Clemenger—let the late
Minister for Works deny it—and in spite
of his promise to that Chamber of Manu-
fuctures, a great portion of these pipes
was giveu to the workshopsin Fremantle.
Me. Borrow ;. He did not promise the
lowest tenderers, did he ? .
Mzr. H. BROWN: The late Minister
for Works promised the deputation that
if be koew a ring was being formed he
wonld not hesitate to use Government
funds to break it up; buot if he saw that
fuir and reasopable tenders were being
submitted and they could compete with
his own department, he would be pre-
pared to accept them. I say again that
for a quantity of pipes tenders were

! called a few months ago and Monteath

and Clemenger were the lowest tenderers.
There were threats from some of the Fre-
mantle members of going over. I say
without fear of refutation that one Fre-
mantle member informed me—{ MeMBER :
Who ?]—the late Mr. Diamond, that
some of the Fremantle members had
threatened to withdraw support from
the Governmeut if the day-labour pipe
works were stopped at Fremantle, [Tre
Mivisrer rop Worgrs: No.] Well, it
is the case ; and the present Minister for
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Works is no more a day-labour man than
the majority of this House; but because
it would affect the town of Fremantle be
naturally fought for the retention of the
day-labour system and the keeping of
these pipe works in Fremantle, though it
is adding day by day to the cost of
the metropolitan water scheme. With
reference to the promised Perth Water
and Sewerage Ncheme, the sooner the
citizens who have to pay for it have a
voice in the control of the expenditure
the better. We all hear the platitudes
of members on both sides of the House
that there should be no taxation without
representation, and we all know the
extravagant methods employed by the
Works Department, and that in con-
sequence this scheme will be overloaded.
That extravagance was evidenced by the
fact that the Railways objected strongly
to the Works Department constructing
their stations, and absolutely refused to
allow them to do so. If the Perth
citizens have to bear the huge taxation
of this scheme, they should certainly
have a voice in its construction. Up to
now, nearly £30,000 has been expended
in plans. DTuring the last year they
made a spurt and spent £17.000. That
is a terrible admission on a work that
iz estimated to cost £112,000, and not
a pipe laid nor any work started. The
engineer stated distinctly in the Town
Hall that they had put on a spurt in the
last 12 months, and in plans and surveys
alone had spent £17,000 on the Perth
gewerage scheme. That admission shows
the extravagance of this department.

Mer. Tavior: I[f you had let the
people know that before the recent elec-
tions, not one of the Ministers would
have been returned.

Mz. H. BROWN: There is not an
engineer in the Government who has
ever carried out a septic tank scheme of
sewerage. While in Sydney I met Dr.
McKellar, and read the evidence he gave
before the commission in Sydney. He
said that no man, unleszs he has had
considerable experience, should be allowed
to construct or manage a septic tank
gystem. In this connection we had the
remarks made by the preseni. Attormey
General last year, when he favoured the
council construeting the work. 1 am not
like the member for North Perth (Mr.
Brebber) with reference to the land tax.
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That hon. wmember says that when it
comes on for discussion, he will consider
what be wilt do. T tell the Premier now
that I will oppose it all T can. We have
had a few words of instruction here
to-night from the member for Katanning
as to the meaning of unimproved land
values. If the Premier told us distinetly
that it is a land tax he was introducing, he
would be more correct. There are refer-
ences made in the papers that it is
inlended to place a tax of one penny in
the £ on the unimproved values. If so,
it would mean 10d. in the £ that my
electors would have to pay, as against
1s. 6d. rate paid now.  Last Parliament
when the Municipal Bill came up, I
moved for a return of the rating on
unimproved land values, and it was
demonstrated that to get the same
revenue as we receive in Perth from a
rate of 1s. 6d. in the £ on the rental
value of property, a rate of one penny
and one-gixteenth on unimproved values
would be all that was needed. Conse-
quently, if this scheme as foreshadowed
is introduced, it will be equal to 104. in
the £ on the annual values in the city of
Perth ; and the money raised will be spent
principally in the country and on the gold-
fields. I do not believe that the country
land can stand the tax where they have
the present direct taxation. During my
recent visit to New South Wales, |
found that till now every road or bridge
outside the corporations has been con-
gtructed by the Government, and that
now there is no local form of government
outgide those corporations; but while I
was there, I procured a Shires Counecil
Bill which was introduced last session of
Parliament, Three gentlemen from each
shire were nominated to compile rollsand
form themselves into shire councils. One
of the provisions of the Bill was that
those country districts should rate them-
selves at not less than 1d. nor more than
2d. in the £, and immediately following
that was the provise that, so soon as a
local tax was introdnced, the land tax
which had been in vogue for some time
would absolutely cease. In New South
Wales they realise that at all events the
country lands cannot afford to be tazed
for local and also for national works.
We know full well that the towns outside
Perth and Fremantle would bear a very

. small proportion of this particular. tax.
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In the city the land is practically worth
15 to 20 years' purchase us against three
to four years in the wmajority of the
goldfields districts. Therefore the unim-
proved value of that goldfields land
would be infinitesimal compared with
that of the larger and older cities. We
hear that this voimproved land values
tax is practically to burst up large
estates, as the member for Eatanning
said; but in New South Wales they
found that it had not the slightest effect
in so doing, and that the owners of the
larger estates were the people who were
the better able to pay the tax. TIf taxa-
tion is needed ai all, the fairest and most
equitable would be an income tax. Why
i this land tax proposed to be raised at
all? We are simply told, * Becuuse of
our falling revenue; mainly through our
entering Ferderation.” Mr. Rason, speak-
ing at Midland Junction wmade some
reference to secession; and T think that
if we are to be ruined through entering
into the Commonwealth, the sooner some
step is taken in that direction the better
it will be for the State. Year after year
our revenae has fallen owing to the duties
being taken off, and can & single member
Egint to any article of food that has

eome cheaper through the duty having
been taken off ?

Mr. TavrLor: Whose fault is that?
The people you represent; the parasites,
the nonproducers.

Mz. H. BROWN : As the member for
Katanning has said, there can be reduc-
tions made in the variovs departments,
and I think one of the chief is the Lands
Department. We find that the cost of
the Lands Department has gone up from
40 per cent. of its revenue in 1897 to 75
per cent. of its revenue in 1904. The
cost of cutting up and disposing of the
Midland Railway Company's land 1is
about 10 per cent., whereas the cost to
the Lands Department for disposing of
land is 75 per cent. of the revenue
received. 1n 1897 the revenue of the
Lands Department was £161,924, and
the expenditure £69,000. In 1898 the
revenue was £171,000 with an expendi-
ture of £77,000. In 1903 the revenue
was £164,000 with an expenditure of
£88,000, and in 1904 the revenue was
£183,000 with an expenditure of £138,000.
In 1903 the cost was 50 per cent., and in
1904 it was 75 per cemt. A greater

(28 Jrxe, 1906.1

Third day. 175

revenue was collected in 1898 by £7,000
or £8,000 than in 1903, and the cost was
45 per cent. as against 50 per cent. We
know at that time the accountancy
brunch was managed by four persons; at
the present time 1 am informed on good
authority that there are over 27 officers
in that branch, and they are still apply-
ing for more. I think no one has reaped
a greater benefit—no doubt through
bis industry—£from the expenditure of
Government money in the econstruetion
of railways than the member for Katan-
ning has—I wmean indirectly, and he
will also receive great assistance by the
projected spur lines.

Hown. ¥. H. Pigsse: On a point of
order, I would like to know how the hon.
member arrives at the conclusion that I
received indirect advantages from the
construction of railways and the expendi-
ture of public money. I would like the
hon. member to explain.

Me. H. BROWN : Itis no detriment to
the member for Katanning. I say the
building of railways through the proper-
ties the hon. member has acquired has
benefited bim indirectly, also the con-
struciion of the spur lines in that district
will benefit the wember indireotly.

Hon. F. H. Piesse: I do not think
the hon. member should make these
accugations. I have had many accusa-
tions made against me in my time, but I
may say the Great Southern Railway
wag built through that country before I
started there, and as far as railways
being built through since, none have
been built while T have occupied my
property.

Mr. H. BROWN : I am not making a
charge against the member for Katanning,
I wish to be clear on that point, The
argument 1 use is against the land tax
for the cities for the benefit of the
country districts, and I say the member
for Kulanning, who represents a country
districts, hus received indivectly a great
deal of wealth by the construction of
railways through his properties, and that
he will also receive farther benefit by the
construction of spur lines which the
towns by the land tazation will have to
bear.

Me. SPEAKER: 1 think the hen.
member misunderstands the member for
Eatanning. 1understand him distinetly,
and I know it from my own knowledge
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that the member for Katanning has not
received any benefits by railways being
built through his property, nor has any
line been built since he bas acquired his
property.

Mz. H BROWN: I adwit that.
Through the acquiring of these properties
and through the projected spur lines to be
run through the district, Mr. Piesse does
not say that his properties are not
being improved. I do not impute any
motives. With reference to the reduc-
tion of the framchise for the Upper
House, I do not intend to vote for it,
and I say if the proposal had been
introduced by a Labour Government
nine-tenths of the members now on the
Government side would have been voting
against it.

Mze. Bara: You need not be afraid.
They do not believe in it.

Mr. H. BROWN : I undersiand, with
the hon. member, that the Government do
not mean to have it carried, but if the
proposal is carried the Government hope
it will be thrown out in another House.
They are not sincere in their proposals.
I think it will be carried, the same as the
land taz, with the assistance of the
members opposite. If the Government
reduce the franchise to £15 it will make
very little difference. We do not hear
the country agitating for this particular
reduction. We find that in New South
‘Wales a far worse system prevails. There
they have a nominee House with no pay-
ment. In Victoria they have an elective
House with a £20 franchise. In South
Australia a similar franchise exists to our
own, and with a Labour Premier there is
no reference to a reduction of the fran.
chise. If the franchise is giving satis-
faction there, why in a new country
advance beyond the limits of the older
Eastern States. With reference to the
timber industry, T think the time and
attention given to that matter by Mr. A.
J. Wilson, who has visited the Eastern
States, should be commended. The
Government should be carefal before
they consider a reduetion of freights to
the timber companies. I think reports
should be obtained as to what over-loaded
capital these companies carry, and if it
is found even without the over-loading
of these companies no dividends can be
paid to the ordinary shareholders, then
and only then should it be necessary for
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the Government to reduce the railway
freights. With reference to the Midland
Railway Company I reccived certain
replies the other day, and I do not know
way the (overnment, or any Govern-
ment, should be bound to guarantee the
title to the land sold. If we get revenue
from that particular company, large
mortgages exigt behind us, and we have
to pay the large wnortgages off before we
can give & title to the present purchasers.
Coming back to local matters, I say the
agsistance Perth has received during the
lust two or three years has been very
little. I have been asked every year
what particular work wus necessary for
Perth, and the only one that I bhave
pressed has been the construction of the
Beaufort Strest Bridge. The Railway
Department have practically severed the
city. That would never have been allowed
if the railway had Leen constructed by a
privaste company. All railways in the
old country have to provide the same
means of communication that exist before
a railway is built. It is asking no favour
from the Government to urge what
Perth should have— good approaches
each side of the city, and not ga.ve the
city severed. I intend to vote against
the particular matters which I have men-
tioned. I &hall not give a factious
oppoeition, but shall assist the Grovern-
ment to pass measures which in my
opinion are worthy of support.

On motion by Mr. Burcaer, debate
adjovrned.

ADJOGENMENT.

The House adjourned at 26 minutes
past 9 o’clock, until the next Tuesday.



